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{ Cor stinued from No. 1 a4 
ext taken up for consideration as in committee of 
Mr. STURGEON said the Senate was very 


was not ia his seat, and this was 
bill of importance, which might elteit much arcu- 


thins iis couearzue 


ment. tle therefore moved the Senate to ad- 
purh. 
On this question a division was called for; which 
resulted—aves IS, noes 17; 


lhe Senate ace 


HOUSE OF REPRE: 


Tenspay, 


SENTATIVES 
1345. 


The journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved, 


February 11, 


EXPLANATION. 
Vir. SLIDELL asked and obtained leave 
thie Hlouse to call its 


ceoncerne { 


from 
attention to a matter which 
him personally. Ele found, in a letter 
in the New York Courier and Enquirer, from its 
Washington correspondent, a statement of certain 
in the debate between Messrs. Brack and 
Guppings on the Indian appropriation bill, which he 
vent to the Clerk’s desk with a request thatit should 
be read. 

‘The Clerk read the passage referred to, which 
stated that “atter Mr. Brack had taken his seat, 
Mr. Gioptnes rose to reply; but being called to or- 
der, Mr. Sciumnek said he hoped, after what had 
transpired, that no gentleman would object. Mr. 
iDELL said he objected, for one. Mr. McCon- 
ELI voerferated, he ob jected for two. Mr. 
ScuENcK, With great emp shasis: ‘1 said no gentleman 
vou ld object.’ ; 

Vir. SLIDELL said that he had not 
y remark of Mr. Senenck when it was 
afterwards informed of it before the 
adjournment of the House. He did not, in the 
te of the House, think proper to no- 
tice iton the floor: he preferred settling his personal 
difficulties elsewhere. He consequently requested 
two of his friends, members of the House, to call 
upon Mr. Scuenek to inquire if he had made such 
a remark; and if he had, to re quire an explanation. 
He presumed that the ge sntleman from Ohio, whom 
he saw in his seat, would be willing to state what 
had passed between him and the friends of Mr. 8. 
who had ealled upon an 

Mr. SCHENCK said th was happy never to have 
had oce e House with any of these 
personal an nor did he think he ever 
>on his own account. But be- 
ing appealed to now by the gentleman from Louis- 
lana, he feltit to be due to that gentlemen and to 
himself, to state in a word what must entirely re- 

sition in which he would seem 
report that had been read. Mr. 
S. said that when he made the remark referred to, 


Incident 





Su 


heard the 
COM hudin 


’ 
made, bul was 


then excited sta 


is10n to trouble 


} } } 
should have to do 


lieve him from the p 


to be piace i by this 


! 
amid the confusion and excitement of the delibera- 
tions of the Efouse other day—if deliberation 
that niet | uled—he had not seen or heard the 


ventieman from Louisiana; nor was he heard or ob- 
rgentlemen sitting around 
he could have no reference 
to him. This he had explained to the gentleman 
from Loutsia us had been stated, as soon as he 
learned that he had been misunderstood in that re- 


nect, 
i 


erve ad. tie Deneve d by othe 


him; of course, theretore, 


‘he converstion here dropped. 
message was received from the Senate, accom- 
panying a large number of bills which had passed 
that body 
Vir. COLES, from the Committte on Military 
Affairs. reported back Senate bill No. 29, entitled 
act to refund the ascertained balance due to Mas- 


j 

4 
\ 
i 


sachugetts, and with an adverse report thereon. It 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of the State of Maine relating to the annex- 
ation of Texas and the occupation of Oregon, and 
they were laid on the table, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. FICKLIN presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of Indiana, (the purport of which was not 








mentioned;) and they were 


~ Mr. 
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laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN also presented resolutions 
of the legislature of Indiana, (the purport of which 
was not mentioned;) and they were laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

LEVY presented resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of the Torttory of Florida, instructing their 
delegate to urge upon = House the admission of 
Florida and lowa into the Union of States 

POST OFFICE BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the bill from 
the Senate to reduce the rates of postage, limit the 
use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, 
and prevent frauds on the Post Office Department, 
was taken up, read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills, which were acted upon in 
committee yesterday, were now taken up, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third re: iding, and read a third 
time, and passed. 

A bill authorizing the 
States to cause 
in the town of 
consin. 

A bill for the construction and improvement of 
certain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill to continue the harbor improvements al- 
ready commenced at the town of Southport, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill for the erection of a light-house at the town 
of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

A bill supplemental to an act entitled “An act for 

laying off the towns of Fort Madison and Burling- 
ton, in the county of Des Moines, and towns of 
selleview, Dubuque, and Peru, in the county of 
Dubuque, Wisconsin, and for other purposes,” ap- 
ined 2d July, 1836, and the amendatory act 
thereto. 

A bill providing for the payment of certain militia 
forces called into service in the Territory of Florida. 

A bill making appropriations for certain improve- 
ments in the ‘Territory of Iowa. 

A bill making appropriations for certain improve- 
ments in Florida. 

A bill to grant certain quantities of land to aid the 
improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and 
to connect the same by a canal in the Territory of 
Wisconsin 

A bill making appropriations to defiay the ex- 
penses of the session of the assembly for the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, held in December, 1842-3 

The bill to provide for the payment of lowa mili- 
tia called into service in December, 1839, was taken 
up on the que stion of its engrossment. 

Mr. DANA moved to lay it upon the 
on that he called for the yeas an 
ordered. 

The question was taken and decided in the 
mative—yeas 107, nays 49, as follows: 

Abbot 


President of the United 
vatents to be issued for certain lots 
Mineral Point, Territory of Wis- 


table; and 
nays; which were 


affir- 


Yt AS-—Messrs Adams, Anderson, Barringe: 


Barnard, James Black, Blac oo Bowlin, Brengle, Aaren 
\ eet fs \ —— Brown illiam J. Brown, Buftlington 
Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter. ¢ toe Catlin, Clingman, Coles 


( linea r, Cranston, Cullom, Dana, Richard D. Davis, De 
berry, Dickey, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee 
Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, French, Fuller. Giddings 


Gioggin, Byram Green, Grinnell, Hannibal Hamlin, Harper, 


Iiays, Herrick, Holmes, Hopkins, Hudson, Hungerford 
Washington Hunt. James bB. Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Cave 
Johnson, Perley 6. Johnson, Andrew Jehnson, George 
W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick 


Leonard, Lucas, McCauslen, McConnell, McDowell, Mell- 
vaine, McKay, Marsh Freeman H. Morse, 
Mosely, Nes, Newton, Norris, Parmenter, Payne, Peyton 
Phenix. Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Rathbun, Da- 
vid 8. Reid, Ritter, Robinson, Rodney, Russell, St. John 
Schenck, Senter, Severance, Simons, Slidell, 
Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart 
Summers, Sykes, Tibbatts, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Weth 
ered, Benjamin White, and Williams—107 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Belser, Benton, 
Black, Brodhead, Burke, Chilton, Clinton, Cross, Daniel 
Garrett Davis, John W. Davis. Dean, Dellet, Dillingham 
Douglass, Duncan, Ficklin, Hale, Haralson, Hoge, Hous- 
ton, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Andrew Kennedy 
Lyon, Mathews, I. F. Morse, Paterson, Pettit, E. D. Potter 
Reding, Roberts, Rockwell, Saunders, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, J. Stewart, Stiles, J.W. Stone, Taylor, Thomasson, 
Thompson, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, John White, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yancey—49. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 


Joseph Morris, 
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James A 
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Mr. LEVY moved that the House resolve itsel| 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to the consideration of territorial 
oe 

Mr. CAVE JOHN ‘SON insisted that the remain- 
ing bill on the Speaker’s table, which had been r 
ported with an adverse recommendation, be 
up and acted on. 

Mr. LEVY wished it postpaned until further in- 
formation could be laid by him before the House 

ADMISSION OF [OWA AND FLORIDA 

The question being taken, aftersome conversation, 
the motion of Mr. Levy was agreed to, and the 
Elouse resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. J. W. Davis in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
providing for the admission of Iowa and Florida as 
States into the Union, with the pending amendment 
thereto of Mr. Duncan and Mr. Retre. 

Mr. VINTON was entitled to the floor, 

Mr. A.C. DODGE appealed to the gentleman 
from Ohio, Mr. Vinrox, and to the committee, to 
vaive the'discussion on the bills for the admission 
of lowa and Florida, and to permit the remaining 
territorial bills to be acted upon. THe said if these 
bills were now passed over, they would not ¢ gain be 
reached during the present session; and there were 
some which, it was of great importance to his eon- 
stituents, should be passed. 

Mr. VINTON said he would do so if the bills 
that the gentleman from lowa alluded to would 
not proveke discussion. He understood that the 
bill for the sale of the lead mines 
would be pressed. 

Mr. DODGE replied that it was certainly one 
which he should press; but he did not believe, im the 
shape in which that bill now was, that it would 
call forth any opposition. 

Mr. McCLERNAND joined in the request made 
by the honorable delegate from Iowa, {Mr. A. 
Donee,| that the honorable gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Vinron] should give way, for the purpose of 
taking up the bill directing the President to sell the 
mineral lands in the State of Hlinois, and the Ter- 
ritories of lowa and Wisconsin. He said he hoped 
the gentleman would permit this. Unless the bill 
should be taken up now, the probability was, that 
it would not be reached during the session; and it 
was a matter of great importance to the State and 
Territories mentione d, that it should be. He was 
willing, if the bill shout d elicit debate, it laid 
aside thatthe gentleman from Ohio might proceed 
with his remarks on the bill now under considera- 
tion. He would further say, if the bill regard 
to mineral lands should be taken up now, and re- 
ported to the House, for himself and the friends of 
the measure, that neither he or they would inter- 
pose any obstacle to its dis discussion in the House. 

Mr. BARNARD said that he proposed to debate 
Rts 

Mr. VINTON said thatthe gentleman from New 
York, near him, had signified his intention to dis- 
cus the billalluded to. He would therefore claim 
the floor. He had yesterday been about to 
call the attention of western gentlemen to the history o! 
shows promises originally made to the western coun- 
try, on this very subject of ultimate prospective 
power and consequence in this government, which 
had been withdrawn, and which had resulted in de- 
priving that great re rion of the U ee States of its 
due share in the levislative councils of this govern- 
ment. During the American re Suan great ef- 
forts had been made to procure from the States 
holding lands, especially from Virginia, cessions of 
their vacant land beyond the Ohio river and else- 
where. Mr. V. caused to be read the resolutions 
of the Congress of the confederation of October, 
1780, bearing on this subject, and holding out in- 
ducement to such cession. In 1783, in pursuance of 
its resolutions, the legislature of Virginia made a 
cession of the country beyond the Ohio river to the 
United States, which cession was made on various 
conditions, the first, and therefore presumably the 
most important of which Mr. V. cansed te be read, 
(aS was supposed from the act of cession, ) which 
laid down that the territory so ceded was to be laid 
out and formed_into States containing a suitable ex- 
tent of territory, 1 not less than one hundred, or more 
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than one hundred and f fifty miles square, the States | 
9 admitted to ¢ njyoy equi 1! ric hts and privileg res with 
the other States 

In 1794, ¢ 


songress passed a resolution proposing 


to the State of Virginia to revise her deed of ces- 
sion, so as to make the number of States to be 
formed out of the northwestern territory, not less 
than three, nor more than five. This, after some 
16, was acceeded to by the State of Virginia; and 

ie ¢ equence was that the West was unjustly 
deprived of the political power to which she is en- 
tled. Mr. V. then went on to show, that in pur- 


iance of this policy, the new States laid out in the 
West were oiven vreater extent of territory than 


destined 


hey tto have had, so that they are 
‘ h to contam a population equal to that of two or 
three Atlantic States, while they have no more rep- 
resent n the Senate than any one of them. He 
ud that by the Jimuits it was proposed to vive to 
| i, she would contain three or four times as much 
ute is Florida, while it was provided that 
i rida may be divided into two States, when either 
division of it contains a popul wtuon of 35.000. He 
ended that if Florida was to be divided into two 


ere should be a provision also for dividing 


lowa, and argued that it would be safer to give po- 
itical power to the West, than to the Atlantic 
State for the West was the great conservative 
power of the Union. ‘Though the spirit of dis- 
union might exist in the North and in the South, 
iid never live in the West, for the interests of the 
Wes t being inseparably connected with both, she 
would always hold them together. 
[le continued his argument to the close of his 
x ae now 
Mh ELSE after a few words in reference to 
the speech of the gentleman who had preceded him, 
proces i to notice some of the arguments which had 
been used on this occasion, in relation to what was 
called the balance of power between the Atlantic and 
the other State He said Virginia had voluntarily 
made her ¢essions of territory, out of which had 


Michi- 


and Missouri 


erown the States of Ohio, Indiana, Llinois, 
in, and the ‘Territory of Wisconsin; 
id lowa had been formed out of territory which 
formed part of Louisiana. If the gentleman 


had looked at the boundaries of Missouri, 


once 


from Ohio 


he would have found that she contained about 
67,000 square miles; and the bill before them pro- 
posed to give to lowa a territory of some 65,500 
square miles. The gentleman ought to have taken 
these facts into consideration, and they would have 


furnished him with an argument against the positions 


Whichhe had taken, that the object of those who 
live in the Atlantic States was to maintain the bal- 
ance of power with those States in the United States 
Senate. In relation to the remarks of the gentleman 


from Ohio respecting the division of Florida into 


eparate States, he said he was willing to admit 
both Florida and lowa as one or more States, alike, 
if that were necessary to the success of the measure, 
and the peace and harmony of this Union. He 

ood there as a southwestern r presentative, (the 
district he represented beine bordered by Florida.) 


and he did not believe that the enlightened citizens 


of his district looked on the admission of Florida 
to the preservation of the balance of that 
power of which the gentleman had spoken. They 
knew, in his” part of the country, that the 
ceptre had departed from them long since; but 
they also knew that their natural allies were the 
rain-growing States of the West, to whom they 

oked for succor in the hour of danger. No; they 
had no such view as that which had been intimated. 
hv y had no expectation of pre serving the balanee 
of power If such had been their intention, would 
they have been found aiding in the passage of the 


measure tor the occupation of Ore fon, or to create 
Territory of the Nebr aska? They looked higher 
in their legislation. They looked to the entire na- 
tion to its honor; to its ultimate grande ‘ur; to the 
pene ction of its citizens; and to the maintenance of 
its character. Here they found that which served 
for their guidance in their legislation here. 
After some further remarks, he came to the ques- 
nn more immediately before the committee; and in 
relation to the boundary of Missouri, he said there 
\ t tribunal ready established by which that 
question w ald be determined. 
Lie approved of the plan submitted by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories. He feared 
that 1 intended to give this question the go-by; 


but he wished the 


ion to be brought before the 
calculated to examine and 


quest 


tribunal which was best 


| 











| 


| 





; 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The other branch of the subject, and that on 
which he should principally dwell, was the adm's- 
sion of Florida into this Union; and 1n this he should 
endeavor to avoid the party and sectional recrimina- 
tions too common here. ‘The people of Florida had 
written their history in the memorial presented to 
this body; and he glanced at some of the positions 
taken in that memorial—in particular that in which 
they urge,as a ground for their admission into the 
Union, the guaranty in the treaty of 1819, by which 
we acquired that territory; ‘“‘thatitshall be incorpo- 
rated into the Union of the United States as soon as 
consistent with the principles of the federal constitu- 
tion and admitted to all the rights and privileges of 
the citizens of the other States; and he maintained 
and enforced this position. 

He next came to the consideration of the reasons 
urged, or that might be urged, against the admission 
of Florida intothe Union. The first of these was, 
that Florida wanted the requisite number of inhabit- 
admission; and he contended that there was 
no provision in the constitution of the United States 
which required that it should have a certain number 
of inhabitants as a qualification for admission into 
the Union; and he referred to a report made some 
years since to the Senate of the United States by 
Mr. Webster in confirmation of his position. The 
people of Florida demaaded admission on the terms 
and guaranties of this treaty; and that the treaty was 
of paramount authority, he proceeded to argue on va- 
rious considerations, referring particularly to vari- 
ous decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, that treaties made in due form, and not con- 
flicting with the constitution, are the supreme law 
of the land, overriding and setting aside all conflict- 
ing legislative enactments. Florida, therefore, he 
centended, had the right to come into the Union 
without a sufficient amount of population to come 
up to the representative ratio. 

{A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States by the hands of Cap- 
tain Waacaman, his private secretary. | 

Hle proceede 4 to examine and re ply at some 
length to a second objection which might be made, 
viz: on the ground of the existence of slavery in this 
lerritory. 

Having noticed the objections that were made, 
he came to argue the general policy of admitting 
States into the Union; and he laid down the posi- 
tion that the framers of the constitution never in- 
tended that territory should remain under the guar- 
dianship of Congress any longer than to enable it to 
comply with those requisites necessary to admit it 
into the family of States; and he concurred with the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinron] in the position 
that the West was to act as the saviour of this 
Union, being ultimately designed to hold the balance 


ants for 


of power; that her interests were identified with 
those of the other two sections, viz. the North and 
the South; partic ularly with the interests of that sec- 


tion (the South) which he had the honor in part to 
represent on this floor. He asked the gentleman 
whether Florida, being admitted as a State into this 
Umion, would not be more competent to perform her 
part in protecting this government than if she re- 
mained a ‘Territory. He referred to the geographi- 
cal situation of Florida, and to various other consid- 
erations, to enforce this position. 

| A message was received from the an- 
nouncing the passage by that body of certain bills, 
and asking concurrence therein. } 

He then went onto review the objections that 
had been made to the constitution of F! 
ucularly to that part whi 


Senate, 


rida, par- 
ch prohibits the emigration 
ef free negroes in the State, and the emancipation 
of slave % contending that these were precautionary 
measures necessary for thes safety of the State, and 
that no slave State can be safe without such pre- 
He said that free negroes who would go 
there would go with no peaceable intentions, but 
with fire brands in their hands, and to excite 
satisfaction among the slaves. 

He then enlarged on the policy of admitting new 
States into the Union, and extending the benefits of 
our form of government, showing that the Union 
was strengthened and preserved by expanding its 
blessings. Ele was for annexing Texas, and bring- 
ing Oregon within the jurisdiction of this govern- 
ment; denying the charge that those who were in 
favor of these measures were ready to involve the 
country in a war with England. He did not believe 
that a firm adherence to the rights of the nation 
would involve us in war; but if it did, we had better 
meet it than abandon our just rights. 

Afier some conversation between 


cauuions. 


dis- 


Messrs. A. C 
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DODGE, A. V. BROWN, and BRINKER- 


HOFF, the question was put on the amendment to 


the amendment offered by Mr. Duncan, as fol 
lows: 
Strike out the second section after the word ‘‘that,” in the 


first line, and insert: 

This admission of the State of Iowa is upon the express 
condition that the said State shall consist of, and have juris 
diction over, the territory included within the fol] Wing 
boundaries to wit: beginning in the middle of the St. pe. 
ter’s river, at the junction of the Watonwaer or Blue Earth; 
river with the said river St. Peter; running thence due east 
to the boundary line ofthe Territory of Wisconsin, in the 
middle of the Mississip piriver; thence down the middle 
the last named river with the boundary line of the Territo: J 
of Wisconsin and State of Illinois to the northeast come: vl 
the State of Missouri, in said river Mississippi; thence west 
wardly with the boundary line of said State of Missouri to a 
point due south from the place of beginning; thence due 
north to the place of beginning in said St. Peter's river 

Src. 3. Be it further ena fed, That the said State of lows 
shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the river Mississip))i 
and every other river bordering on the said State of lows 
so far as the said rivers shall form a common boundary to 
said State, and any other State or States now or hereafter tu 


be formed or bounded by the same; such rivers to be con 
mon to both; and that the said river Mississippi, and the 
navigable waters leading into the same, shall be common 


highways, and forever free as well to the inhabitants of said 
State as to all other citizens of the United States, without 
any tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor imposed by the said 
State of lowa. 

See. 4 Be it further enacted, That it is made and declared 
to be a fundamental condition of the admission of said State 
of lowa into the Union, that so much of this act as relates 
to the said State of Jowa shall be assented to by a conven 
tion of delegates, to be elected by the people of said State 
for the purpose of giving the assent herein required; and 
as soon as such assent shall be given, the President of the 
United States shall anneunce the same by preclamation; 
and therefrom, and without further proceedings on the part 
of Congress, the admission of the said State of lowa into 
the Union, on an equal footing, in all respects whatever, 
with the original States, shall be considered as complete 

Tellers being called for and ordered, the amend- 
ment was decided in the affirmative—ayes 91, noes 
40. 

The question was then put on the amendment as 
amended, and it was carried. 


Mr. DUNCAN here offered the following amend- 
ment: 

Bounded by the Mississippi on the east by a parallel ot 
latitude passing through the mouth of the Mankato, or Blu 
Farth river; onthe north, by ameridian line running equ 
distant from the seventeenth and eighteenth degrees o1 
longitude west from Washington on the west; and by the 
northern boundary of Missouri on,the south. 


Mr. A. V. BROWN begged leave to say that 
these boundaries were taken precisely from Nicolet’: 
map. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF inquired of the chairman 
of the committee if this would not leave the western 
boundaries indefinite. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN said it would not. 

The CHAIR said that the amendment was not in 
order, as the committee had already passed an 
amendment to strike out and insert. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved to reconsider 
adopting the amendment. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not in order. 

Mr. DT NCAN withdrew his motion for a recon- 
sideration. 

A long conversation then ensued, 
30WLIN, Mr. A. V. BROWN, Mr. G. DAVIS 
Mr. VINTON, Mr. A.C. DODGE, Mr. JAMIE 
SON, Mr. MceCLERNAND, and some others took 
part; and the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio was then adopted by general consent. 

The Clerk next read the third section of the bill 

Mr. PETTIT moved to strike out the proviso, 
which was designed to enable Florida, when he: 
population east of the Suwannee river eg amount 

35,000, to ereet a new State to be called Kas! 
lorida out of that portion of her territory. Efe said 
Florida was not so large as lowa, and therefore le 


the vote 


in which Mr 


could see no propriety in retaining this proviso. 

Mr. W. HUNT obtained the floor and proceeded 
to address the committee at great length. Ile was 
understood to agree that Florida had not the consti- 
tutional population for admission asa State. He 
alluded to the existence of slavery, and said it wa: 
one of those questions that he ‘desired not to hear 
debated on this floor. Slavery existed before the 
adoption of the constitution, and he wished to leave 
it with the States in which it existed, where the con- 
stitution had left it. 

But while that sentiment prevailed in its greatest 
strength, there was at the same time a spirit of sub 
ordination and attachment to the constitution which 
prevented interference with that institution as now 
established. It was nevertheless true, that that sen- 
timent had been developed and strengthened by the 
legislative action of this government, particularly oi 
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this Congress, during its last and its present ses- 
sions. A new position had been taken by the 
friends of slavery. Instead of standing behind the 
harriers of the constitution, and continuing to treat 


a local institution, with which Congress 
had not coe to do, the principle had lately been ad- 
vanced, and the action of the government predicated 
on it, that the federal government was bound, where 
it was considered necessary, to exert the treaty-ma- 
king power, for the purpose of extending and per- 
petuating that institution. He deprecated ‘this move- 
ment as betokening the approach of a period when 
harmony was forever to depart from our national 
councils. He was not here to contend that the ex- 
istence of slavery was sufficient to prevent the ad- 
mission of Florida. But for the recent legislation 
on the subject of slavery it would have been re- 
ceived, he doubted not, with a spirit of compromise 
uid harmony; and, notwithstanding the existence 
of this institution therein, Florida would have been 
admitted as a State with but little opposition. 
“Independently of the considerations previously 
tated, he referred to a provision in the constitution 
of F lorida which he considered not only not in con- 
tormity with the prine iples of the federal constitu- 
tion, but directly in violation of them—viz: that for- 
ever restricting the legislature of the State from au- 
thorizing the master, even in case he wished to do 
it, to emancipate his slaves, and making slavery per- 


petual. One of the great objects of the constitution 
was “to secure the blessings of liberty.” This pro- 


vision of the constitution of the proposed State was 
in direct conflict with the object; was not only in 
violation of the rights of the slave, but of the master 
himself; and furnished him with a sufficient reason, 
were there none other, for voting against this admis- 
sion. 

He referred, partly by way of inquiry, to the 
debts of F ae for the payment of which he said 
the people of F lorida did not consider themselves 
liab . and suggested it as a subject well worthy of 
consideration on whom the obligation of these debts 
would rest when Florida was admitted into the 
Union. me being very much in favor of the as- 
sumption by the government of State debts, he 
wished to hear from the delegate from Florida, and 
from other gentlemen, on the subject. 

Mr. H. having concluded— 

Mr. LEVY rose only for the explanation of cer- 
tain facts connected with this particular subject, and 
not for the purpose of replying to the gentleman 
who preceded him. He should avail himself of 
ome other opportunity ofreplying to the objections of 
the gentleman from New Vorke when some other 
gentleman should make a specific proposition. In 
reference to the objections that had been made to 
the provision that Florida, when possessed of the re- 
requisite population,might be divided into two States, 
he should, without. touching on the question of the 
balance of power between the North and the South, 
refer the committee to the facts necessary to be con- 

sidered in the settlement of this question. By the 
treaty by which Florida was ceded to the United 
States, it was provided, not that one territory and one 
peop Ne should be admitted into the Union, but two 
territories and two peoples. For the economy and 
convenience of the sesaeill of the United ‘States, 
Florida was organized into one territorial govern- 
mie nt; but it previously existed as two separate 
provinces of Spain, and under two separate govern- 
ments. It delivered to the United States as 
two separate governments; and was in fact, held for 
a year as such, until, 
ent 
one. 


into 


was 


by the organization of the pres- 
territorial government, it was consolidated into 

As far back as 1764, the Floridas were erected 
two separate governments, East and West 
Florida, by a British edict; and w hen they came into 
the possession of Spain, the »y were held as two gov- 
ernments till ceded to the United States. And the re 
was good reason why there should be two govern- 
ments, insead of Its geographical position 
and shi ape was such that one government would be 
exceedingly meonvenient. [Mr. L. here held up a 
mapof the United States, showing the long penin- 
sula of Florida, running out between the Gulf and 
the Atlantic, and having aconsiderable western ter- 
ritory, which might properly be said to belong to 
the walle y of the Mississippi, so that, instead of 
adding to the power of the Atlantic States, it would 
give one State to the western, and the other to the 
Atlantic section. He then contended that this gov- 
ernment was bound in good faith to carry out the 
supulations of the treaty by which the Floridas 
were ceded to the United States, by admitting them 
as two entire States, and argued that it would be a 


one. 








flagrant breach of trust, as well as a cruel piece of | 
injustice to those pe ople, to violate the treaty in the 
manner proposed by the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he did not rise to 
enter into the debate of the question before the | 
committee; but his purpose was to put a few ques- 
tions in regard to certain principles involved in it, | 
upon which he desired explanation. ‘The bill con- || 
templated a two-fold object. First, the immediate | 
admission of the whole Territory of Oregon as one |} 
State; second, the future formation of a second State 
within the limits of the first. These were the ob- 
jects of the bill, but the latter was dependent upon 
a contingenc y—the concurrence of the eonsent of 
local — s of the legislature of Florida. 

The bill, as he understood it, recognised the com- || 
petency of the legislature of Florida to dismember 
the Territory of Oregon, with a view to the forma- 
tion ofa second State Mr. McC. denied this posi- 
tion. It went further than the Algerines of Rhode | 
Island (so called) went. They insisted that the | 
consent of the legislature was a necessary prerequi- | 
site to the change of the constitution and govern- 
ment. But here it is declared that the legislature 
of Florida may of 
without regard to the people, change the fundamen- 
tal law, and dismember the State. He denied such 
a prerogative to belong to the legislature; 
ed to the people, and could only rightfully be exer- 
cised by them. ‘The territory of a State belonged | 
to the people of the State; the function of govern- 
ment was to preserve it. A different doctrine would 
invest government with a moral power of self de- 
struction. | 

The bill also undertook to prescribe conditions, | 
upon the performance of which the right of form- 
ing the new State was to be dependent. 

‘it re quired that a majority of the members of the le- | 
gislature, coming from particular localities, should 
concur for the formation of a new State, before itcould 
be done. He denied to Congress power to prescribe | 
such conditions and impose such restrictions. Con- 








| 

; ' ° . . 1} 

gress might give or withhold its consent to the for- |} 
1 


mation of a new State; and after this he thought the 


power of Congress was exhausted upon the subject. {| 


If Congress might demand, as the condition of the 
formation of a new State, ths it local majorities in the | 
legislature should concur for such an object; that 
a majority of the members from particular districts 
or counties shauld concur, they might impose other 
terms still more destructive of State rights and the 
rights of the people. Their power would be ex- 
tended beyond the mere constitutional power of con- | 
sent or refusal. | 

In expressing these views, it was not his purpose | 
to commit himself on the question of policy relating | 
to the division of Florida into two States. 

Mr. LEVY made a few observations in reply, but 
in so low a tone that the reperter could not hear 
them amid the noise and confusion that prevailed. 

On the motion of striking out the proviso, tellers 
were called for, and ordered, and Messrs. Hovston | 
and RayNer were appointed; and they reported 86 | 


in the affirmative, and 57 in the negative. So the |! 
jroviso was stricken out. i] 
| 

Mr. MORSE then submitted an amendment as a } 

| 


provise, by which it was intended that provision 
should be made for the holding of a convention, to 
consist of delegates elected by the legally qualifie | 
voters of Florida, for the purpose of revising the 
constitution of that Territory, and erasing those pro- | 
visions which prohibit the legislature of Florida | 
passing any law for the abolition of slavery, and the 
emigration of free negroes. ‘The operation of this 
law for the admission of the Territory asa State, it 
proposed to saspend until the convention had be en 
held, and the constitution so changed. 

A conversation ensued on this amendment be- 
tween Mr. MORSE and Mr. LEVY. j 

Mr. A. V. BROWN then spoke at some length 
in opposition to it. He said the gentleman from 
Maine had looked over the constitution of Florida, 
and he had found in it some solitary sections of 
which he disap proved; and perhaps if the other 222 
members of this House should look over it, they 
might each find something for which they ‘would 
not have voted if they had formed part of the con- 
vention by which it was adopted; but such was not 
the mode in which they should legislate on this 
subject. They should ask whether the constitution 
had been complied with, and not whether there 
was not a solitary section which was not quite 
agreeable to a single member of this House. Had 





the people of Florida secured to them a republican 
If that were secured, 


form of government? the 


itself, of its own will and motion, || 


it belong- || 








with. 
rightly under 


terms of the constitution were complied 
But he wished this proviso to be 
stood. 

The legislature of Florida had no right to pass a 
law for the emancipation of slaves, and allow them 
to remain within the borders of that Territory. That 
was the meaning of it; and to that the gentleman 
from Maine was opposed. Now, did the gentleman 
from Maine desire to say to the southern States that 
they should emancipate their slaves; and not only 

, but that such emancipated slaves should remain 
amongst them as citizens? Fle then entered into some 
statements to show that it was for the good of the 
slaves themselves to be removed to Liberia er 
where, as they could not, as free blacks, remainin 
comfort where they had been held as slaves. As 
well mightthe gentleman from the slave States ob- 
ject to the admission of Iowa, because her constitu- 
tion prohibited slavery, as the gentleman from 
Maine object to the admission of Florida, because 
her constitution contained this provision. tle 
urged a great variety of other arguments against 
the _ “ndment which had been offered. 

Mr. KING moved that the committee 

sie Mose.ey and Berser were a 
tellers to take the vote on that motion, and 
porte <d 76 in the affirmative, and 
I'he Chair voted in the affirmative; 
tee rose and reported progress. 

The SPEAKER stated that two bills had been 
presented by inadvertence, and passed this morndng, 
which had never been referred to the Committee ot 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, 
on the said bills being the bills above mentioned, 
appropriating for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers, &c., and for the expenses of a 
session of the general assembly of Wisconsin—were 
reconsidered, and they were regularly referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the tiouse 
resolve itself arain into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; but waiving this motion tem- 
porarily, he moved the adoption of a resolution to 
terminate debate on the bill now pending in com- 
mittee—viz. for the admission into the Union of 
Iowa and Florida—in twenty minutes after again ta- 
ken up in committee. 

Mr. STETSON moved 
journ. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 69 
nays 84. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the res- 
olution of Mr. Cave one the previous ques- 
tion was moved by Mr. 

Mr. ADAMS said he oi od the gentleman would 
not press the motion to terminate debate in so short 
a time, as there were v¢ ry important que stions m- 
volved. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that de- 
bate was notin order, the previous guestion having 
been moved. 

Mr. ADAMS moved tat the House adjourn. 


else- 


rise. 
pointed 
they re- 
76 in the*nerative 
so the commit 


the votes 


that the House ad- 


The SPEAKER said that it was not now in or- 
der, the House having just rejected this mo- 
tionl 


Mr. ADAMS then moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 
On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered 


by tellers. 
Mr. R. D. DAVIS moved 


journ. 
The yeas and nays were anon and ordered; and 
being take n, resulted—yeas 72, nays 80. 


So the Scns refused 


that the House ad- 


again to adjourn. 


The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
resolution on the table, 
Mr. HUDSON moved a call of the House; and 


the yeas and nays having been ordered, the ques- 
tion was taken and decided in the negative—yeas 


45, nays 112. / 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS moved that the House ad- 
journ. 
F Mr. THOMPSON colled for the yeas and nays 


which were ordered, when 

Mr. E. J. MORRIS withdrew the motion. 

Mr. DICKEY renewed it. 

Mr. THOMPSON called for the yeas and nays 
which were ordered; and the question was taken 
and decided in the negative—yeas 70, nays 94. 

After some conversation, Mr. C. JOHNSON 
withdrew his resolution, and substituted a motion 
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that the territorial business be made the special or- 
leroftheday for Thursday next; which motion 
wa arreed to 
Mr. HUBARD submitted a resolution that ladies 
De {mitted on the floor ofthe House to-morrow | 
during the counting of the votes for President and 
Vice President; when, 
On motion of Mr. KEY, 
e House adjourned. 
| 
The following notices of petitions presented to- | 
day were handed to the reporter: by the members 
presel ns them: | 
By r. Hi GERFOR I petition of citizens of 
a ke Sta i I ere ion Ol a monument to the | 
emory of ¢ ike a ott icers Who were killed in | 
the rvice of t ree ri the late war: relerred to 
the ¢ mit > A | 
i rtLLeé } j pet of Thomas Hays and ] 
110 | ( ( y, Pennsylvania, praying | 
tor t postage and the abolition of the franking 
pl eve eferred to the Committee of the Wholeon the | 
I LIBBATTS: The memorial of Bernard Cohn | 
t s, citizens of New Orlean praying that Con- 
iy pass House bill No. 71, entitled A bill toamend 
\ tlhed An act to provi for the better security of 
the lis of passengers on yard of vessels propelled in | 
vhole orin part by steam; approve A July », 1838: referred 
» t (‘ommiuttee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
J Vir. BENTON: The petition of Edward Robinson, S. | 
fl. ¢ ox, and other mie s of the Union Theological | 
iry, New York, asking Congress to reduce the rate 
ol | ize to twocents 1d to olish the franhing privi- 
ege: Refert to the Comuniittee « the Post Office and 
l 
By na N: The 1 of John Freet and 170 
ythers of the cou tf Wy fot. inthe State of 
oO} iSkin gr of town lo in Upper Sandusky, in 
tl 1 mm condi e seat ol justice be estab 
hed in d town: 1 i to the mmittee on Public 
i ls 
I vir, HAYS: The peti i¢ 7 (‘rawtord coun 
ty, Pennsylvania, for the construction ot a Macadamized 
it soime point on the Cumberland road at or near the 
ter ise of the Laurel Hill, throuch Pitts burgh and by 
the arsenal at Pittsburg yd the arsenal at Meadville, to the 
harbor at Erie: 1 rred to the Committee on Roads and 
‘ mais 
B r. RAMSEY: The petition of Wm. McClure, John 
A. Wie und HO othe é t ot Dauphin county, Penn- 
viv ia, pra Gg ongress tk ce the postage to a fixed 
i two ¢ i r the yl 1 of the franking privi 
By i J. | CARY: The petuuon ol B. Davis and 100 
hers, citiz itsego cou New York, praying for 
le € shment otf 1 ) trom Oneonta, to New 
in, | Way « B ri rred the ¢( ommittee on 
é et OF 1 Pos } rds 
By Mr. GRIDER: The petition of Ralph Young: referred 
Commi 1 be i iuvy Pensi 8 
r. SAMPI r} | n ot Marsena Clark and 97 
the ‘ ens | e county, Indiana, praying for the 
*« ‘ Ancip 1 of Ll perse held ‘as slaves in 
t Dist vlur i y ‘Verritorics of the United 
Stat pla where Congress has jurisdiction: 
and to ! il of tl 1 ith sections of the act of 
(onere ‘ ed Ana f 1 tugitives from justice 
id perso ‘ fy ) e ol their masters, ap- 
roved | ‘ 12, 1793 other ac which impli 
cate t t i e support of slavery 
nd t i V ste] t ve vi ‘ of the power 
vested i S¢ i ¥ species of traftic in the 
| sons 4 : 
lr. S t I thi rt Williams and 
0 tl ens county remonstrating 
Lins exation ¢ Nas he Unio 
Liso ) ot ti \ liam { $7 other citi 
el i e « \ 7 i at Cay Jonathan 
M\ \ i Perri of Florida, and 
ur ! g the pillory, ter aiding 
' , } low } } ‘ efi to obt 
4 vhich they é ed by their Creat 
i to re i) S laws Ot Fiorid 
by ii i 1Y re} le 
i 
il eC} i all law ) very in said 
, : } y } be sav tro 
Y barbarisn nal ¢ 
ery 
‘et t Cl 
‘ Lol the 0 
t { n n 
ai 
! l } Vie 
of HH Congres 
3] t} Terri 
‘ { WwW 
' VW i 
¢ } ¢ 
\ 
l ‘ 
th slay ’ in 
( ( } j ‘ ‘so. from t 
i vnich ¢ 
to the Lommiutte 
) ion ¢ 1} Baliwi n 
\ ¢ in f of the redi 
at t t t thre mittee on the Post Office 
tN ti !. W. Kingsley and othe 
S, in lavor ol are 
iy to tl Committee on the Post 
Oitice K s ls e proceedings of a public 
t Napervil pa county, Illinois, for the re 
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juction of postage: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of Sally Tyler, widow 
of Daniel Tyler deceased, for a pension: referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 12, 1845. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by the hands of Mr. Frencu, their 
Clerk, giving information that that body was in or- 
der to receive the Senate, and proceed to the open- 
ine of the certificates and counting the votes given 
by the electoral colleges the several States for 
President and Vice President of the United States 

The message being read, the Senate proceeded in 
a body, headed by the Present pro tem., and pre- 
ceded by their Sergeant-at-arms, to the House of 
Representatives, to execute the joint order of the 
two Houses. T he Senate, in the same order, re- 
turned to the Senate chamber, and resumed their 
seats about two hours thereafter; when 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the part 
of the Senate appointed to join the committee on 
the partof the House, to report as to the mode of 
counting the electoral votes for Pr eside nt and Vice 
President, and infoming the persons elected of their 
election, reported, in further execution of their duty, 
a resolution declaring the result, and proposing the 

ippointment of one senator, to join such two mem- 
bers as might be ap ypointed | on the part of the House 
of Representatives to wait on the President and 
Vice President elect, and inform them of their elec- 
tion. 

The question was taken on the resolution, and 
it was adopted. 

On motion, the Cram was authorized to appoint 
the committee on the part of the Senate; when Mr. 
WALKER Wasa heed, 

Mr. HUGER presented a petition—name not 
heard—which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was or- 
dered that 200 copies of the report from the War 
Department, of the magnetical observations at the 
Girard Colleage, Philadelphia, from the year 1840 
to the Ist April, 1845, be printed for thr use of the 
Topographical bureau. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of citizens of Indiana, praying for the repeal of 
the naturalization laws: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD entered a motion for the recon- 
sideration of the vote rejecting the bill for the settle- 
ment of the Dubuque claim. He remarked that he 
did this at the request of a friend, and from no dis- 
position to change his vote against the bill. 

On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was ordered 
that all the memorials from Missouri presented to 
the Senate the last session for additional mail routes, 
be taken from the file S, and referred to the Commit- 
tee onthe Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill from the House for the relief of 
Walker, Kimball & Caruthers. 

Also reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they be indefinitely 

ostponed, the bills from the House for the relief of 
Siesetalees MeN Jair, Sellers, and Fenwick. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of the ex- 
ecutor of Henry King, deceased; which read, 
and ordered to a second reading 


, 


of 


Vas 


Then, on motion of Mr. BREESE, 
The Senate adjourned. 
LIOUSE OF RE ee —— 
Weponespay, February 12, 1845. 
41 motion of Mr. PRATT, = reading of the 
journal was dispense d with. 
FURNITURE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL MAN- 
SION. 
Mr. P RA 4 ts moved that the House resoive itself 
into Committee of the W hole on the state of the 


Union, for the p irpose of taking up the bill for fur- 
nishing the presidential mansion 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
jecte d. 

Mr. LEVY asked leave to offer a resolution eall- 
ing on the President of the United States for infor- 
mation as to the individual amount of losses sustain- 
edin Florida during the recent Indian hostilities 


re- 


a er er rn 
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therein, and for the report of the same to the next 
Congress. 

The resolution be ing objected to by Mr. RATH 

BUN and many others, was not received. I 
MISSOURI RESOLUTIONS—OREGON. : 

Mr. BOWLIN, on leave, presented a memorial 
of the legislature of Missouri, on the subject of 
the immediate occupation of Oregon; which, on his 
motion, was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. ELLIS, on leave, reported, from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, bills for the relief of Armand 
J. Donnet, late chargé de affaires to Portugal, and 
of Benjamin E. Green, late chargé de affaires at Mex- 
ico; which were referred to the Committee of 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked leave to report a bill from R 
the Committee of Ways and Means; but objection 
were made at this time. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 

At the suggestion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON 
and by gene ral consent, 

The SPEAKE R laid before the House the fol- W 
lowing executive communications: 

A message from the President of the 
States, in reply to a resolution of the House eating 
for the correspondence, if any, between this govern 
ment and Great Britain relative to fugitive criminals k 
in Florida: referred, 


the 


United A) 





On motion of Mr. LEVY, to the Committee on v 
Foreign Affairs. 

Also, a message from the President, transmitting p 
the annual report of the inspectors of the penite: n 
tiary in this District: referred, 

On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, to the Com | 


mittee for the District of Columbia. h 
A communication from the Department of Stat 


relative to allewed errors in the sixth census: referred 1 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, to the Committee ou 
Statistics. n 

From the Navy Department, transmitting 250 co- 1 
pies of the Navy Register. P 

From the War Department, transmitting 223 co ! 
pies of the Army Register: both which were laid on a 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

From the Treasury eee in regard to the 
balance due from Caleb J. McNulty, late Clerk 0: « 
the House of Representatives: referred to the Com- s 
mittce on Accounts, and ordered to be printed. 

From the War Department, ralative to the state 
of the fortifications on the Florida reef, and the esti- 
mates for continuing the same: referred, 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, to the Committee on is 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

From the Treasury Department, a statement o1 t 
clerks and others employed in that department dur \ 
ing the year 1844. fi 

From the Post Office Department, a similar state fs 
ment: both of which were laid on the table, and o1 
dered to be printed. 

From the Treasury Department, a statement of 
balances, receipts, expenditures, &ec., on account ot 
the Chickasaw Indians: referred to the Committee . 


on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. } 
From the War Department, the report of C 
tain Graham, in 1835, of the survey of Captain 
Graham, of that usually known as “the Oliverian 
canal route.” 
On motion of Mr. REDING 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


SENATE BILLS. 
The Senate bill appropriating for the construction 


ay 


it was laid on the | 








ofa free bridge across the aastern branch of the Po- 
tomac, in the city of Washington, came, and wa: 
twice re d. 
Mr. CAUSIN moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Umion. 
A motion was made to refer it the Committee f i 
the | istrict of Columbia. ; 
Mr. RE DING moved to lay the bill on Un , 
tuble. 
The bill was read at lenoth by the Clerl 
The que stion was taken on the motion of M ‘ 
Repina, and decided in the irmative—yeas 110 | 
nays 67, as follows: ) 
YEAS---Messrs. Arringto1 Atkinson Belser ) 
James A Black Jackwell, Bi Bo Brinhe 
Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown J. Brow i 
3urt, Carpenter, Jeremiah k. Cary, Catlin, Te n | 
man. Clinton, Coles, Cross, Cullem, Pana R 
ard ). Davis, John W. Davis, Pean, | igh a 
Dunean, Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Fkicklin ster. Fren 
Fuller, Giddings, Byram Green, Hale, Hannibal Har 
Haralson, fiardin, Hays, Henley, Hopk Houst i 
bard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, J. B Hunt, Jar 
Cave Johnson, Perley BK. Johnson, An w Johnso1 
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Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Leonard, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Maclay, MeClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, Mc- 
I Murphy, Norr®, Oweh, Parmenter, Payne, Peyton, 
Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy Rethbun, David S. Reid, 
jteding, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. John, 
lhoimas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, 

1, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 

‘ h, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, James W. Stone 
ykes, Thompson, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton 
nin White, Williams, Woedward, Joseph A. Wright, 

ey, and Yost-—I110. 

{\)S5— Messrs. Abbot. Adams, Ashe, Barringer, Barnard 

I wk, James Black, Brengle, Buffington, Cau 

( a} Cobb, Cransten, Darvagh, 

‘ ; r! Elmer, Fish, Florence 
nnell, Gride: shing‘on Hont, C.J. Ingersoll, Jenks 

, 2, Keunedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Lucas, Me 
iasien, Melivaine, Marsh, Freeman Hi. Morse, Isaac E 
\lorse, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Paterson, Pettit, Phauix, 
Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Rockwell 
Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb 
A. Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Summers, Tibbatts, 
Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, John White, 





and Williar 
So the bill was 


Vinthrop 1 Wright—67. 





laid on the table. 
‘ne following bills additional from the Senate 
were severally read twice and referred, viz: 

A joint resolution to authorize the Attorney Gen- 
eral to contract for copies of a proposed edition of 
ie lews and treaties of the United States. 

A joint resolution for distributing the work on the 
Exploring Expedition, with an amendment. 

A joint resolution for the relief of Seth M. Lea- 
venworth 

A joint resolution amendatory of the resolution 
passed April 30, 1844, respecting the application 
of certain appropriations heretofore made. 

‘n. #ct allowing a drawback upon foreign mer- 
handise exporied in the original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Sante Fe, in Mexic®. 

An act fer the erganization of a corspany of sep- 
pers, miners, and pontoniers. 

Mr. BURKE stated that one of the tellers ap- 
pointed onthe part of the House |Mr. Josern R 
InceRsoL] to count the votes of the electors for 
President and Vice President was unable, from in- 
lisposition, to attend; and he therefore moved that 
another teller be appointed in his place. 

This motion being agreed to. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. J.P. Kennepy 
10 serve as teller in place of Mr. INcERsou.. 
fOUNTING THE VOTES FOR’ PRESIDENT 

AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said that the hour having 
arrived which was set apart by a joint resolution of 
the two Houses for counting the votes for the elec- 
tors for President and Vice President, he begged 
leave to offer the usual resolution. Mr. B. then of- 
fered a resolution that a message be sent to the Sen- 
ate to inform that body that the House was now 
ready to receive them, and proceed to the opening 
f the certificates and counting the votes given by 


he electoral colleges. The resolution having been 
agreed to, message was accordingly sent to the 


a 
B. B. 


Senate by 
I fouse. 


French, esq., the clerk of the 


the hall of the 
House of Representatives, two abreast, preceded by 


The Senate soon after entered 


their Sergeant-at-arms, who was succeeded by their 
President, the Hon. Witie P. Maneum, and Secre- 
tary, Asbury Dickins, esq. The senators took 
seats prepared for them in the central area of the 
House, and the President of the Senate took the 
chair of the Speaker, (the Hon. Jonn W. Jones,) 
The 
tellers (the Hon. Rosert J. Waker, of the Sen- 
Hon. Burke and the Hon. 
Joun P. Kennepy, of the House of Representa- 
the Clerk’s desk, assisted 
Senate and B. B. French, 


House. 


the last-named officer being seated on his left. 


ate, and the EpMuND 
tives) took their seats at 
by the Secretary of the 
esq., the Clerk of the L. Machin, esq., 
principal clerk of the Senate, and D. Gold, esq., 
principal clerk in the office of the clerk of the House 
of Representatives, acted as recording clerks, being 
seated in front of the clerk’s desk at a table prepared 
for their use In the central area. 

The galleries were densely crowded in every 
part, a large number of the auditors being la- 


dies. 
The PRESIDENT of the Senate rose when the 
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members of the House and the senators were all seated, 








and stated the object of their thus assembling to be 
to count the votes cast by the electors of the respec- 
tive States of this Union for President and Vice 
Presidént of the United States; and handing to Mr. 


he 


Watker (one of the tellers) « sealed packet, 
said, “| deliver to the gentlemen tellers the votes of 
President aud 


United States, 


the electors of the State of Maine fo: 
Vice President of the in order that 
they may be counted.” 

Mr. WALKER received the packet; and having 
the 


which were announced to be nine in number 


vty 


broken seals, the tellers examined the votes, 
all of 
which were given for James K. Polk, of Tennessee, 
as President of the United States. 
ber of votes for the Vice President were given for 
George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania. 

The PRESIDENT next delivered to the tellers 
the votes of the electors of New Hampshire, and of 
nll the other States of the Union in succession in the 


jn 
The same num- 


sarié manner, and they were examined by the tel- 
lers, and the result was announced with the same 
formalities. 

The final result stood thus: 


—— 





S For For 
~ President. V. President. 
7 2 2 
“3 2 
RF STATES a 
oo , £ bp 
i ee & = 
= 2 > ed = 
= - oS “. iw 
¥ » on 
= yn ‘mn PE 3 
E a = S E 
Z a re & 
9 Maine 9 9 am 
6 | New Hampshire - . 6 - 6 
12. Massachusetts 12 12 
§ Rhode Island J i 
6 Connecticut ° 6 - 6 
6 Vermont - - 6 ti 
36 New York : 36 36 
7 New Jersey . 7 - 7 
26 Pennsylvania 26 | 26 
3 Delaware . . é 
8 Maryland 8 8 
17. ‘Virginia - 17 17 
11 North Carolina : . 1! tl 
9 South Carolina . 9 ‘ 9 | 
10.) Georgia - - 10 . 10 
j2 Kentucky - | - 12 12 
13 | Tennessee 13 13 
23 ' Ohio 23 2 
6 Louisiana 6 6 
6 Mississippi 6 - 6 - 
2 | Indiana - . . 12 - 12 
9 | Illinois” - . - 9 9 
9 Alabama 9 9 
7 . Missouri - 7 7 
3 Arkansas - . 3 - 3 
5 Michigan . a > 
275 170 | 105 170 105 


Mr. WALKER presented the returns of the tel- 
lers to— 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate, who rose and 
said that the whole number of votes given was 275, 
Sut James K. Polk, 
of Tennessee, had received 170 votes cast for the 
President of the United States, and Henry Clay, of 
Kentucky, 105; and George M. Dallas, of Penn- 
sylvania, had received 170 votes cast for Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States, and Theodore Freling- 
huysen, of New York, have received 105. He then 
added: “I do, therefore, declare that James K. Polk, 


of which a majority was 138. 


of ‘Tennessee, having a majority of the whole num- 
ber of electoral votes, is duly elected President of the 
United States for four years, commencing on the 
4th day of March, 1845; and that George M. Dal- 
las, of Pennsylvania, having a majority of electore! 
votes, is duly elected Vice President of the United 
States for four years, commencing on the 4th day of 
March, 1845.” 

He afterwards stated that the business for which 
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the two Houses had been convened having been a 
complished, the Senate would return to its cham 
ber. 

The House ace ordingly rose, the S; eaker resumed 
the chair, and they remained standing until the sen- 
ators had retired in the orde 


-in which they entered 
the 


louse of Representatives. 
Mr. McCONNELL moved that th 
journ; but withdrew th 


Mr. BURKE. 
NOTIFI¢C 


House 


moon al tie res 


} 
au 


j et oo 
{Mest Of 


ATON OF THE PRESIDENT 
HIS ELECTION. 
Mr. BURKE, on leave, made the foilowing re 


ELECT Of 






port: 

The committee on the part of the House of Representa 
tives, appointed to join such committee as might be ap- 
pointed onthe part of tue Senate ascerlail and report a 
mode of examining the votes for President and Vice Pres 
ident of the United States, and of informingithe persons 
elected of their election, report 

Chat the joint committee, in further execution of the 
duties With which they were charged by the two House 
of Congtess, have agreed to the followins resoimtion, in 
which resolv‘tion the committec recommend to the Mouse 
to concur: 

Resolved, That a committee of two members of the House 
be appointed by that bedy to join a committ ot one mem 
ber of the Senate, to be appoi 1 by that bo ly, to wait on 
james K. Polk, of Tennessee, and inform him that he has 


been duly elected President of the United States for fou 

ears commencing with the fourth day of March, eighteen 
“te d and forty-five; and also to wait on George M. Dal 
las, of Pennsylvania, and inform him that he has been duly 
elected Vice President of the United States for fou years 
commencing with the fourth day of March, eighteen hu: 
dred and forty-five 


On motion of Mr. BURKE, the question being 
taken, the resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. McCONNELL, the House 
then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 13, 1845. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the 2d Auditor of the Treasu- 
ry, accompanied by statements of the accounts of 
persons charged, or otherwise interested, with the 
disbursement or application of moneys, goods, ox 
effects, from the Ist October, 1843, to the 30th 
April, 1844, with the names of all persons to whom 
goods, moneys, or effects have been delivered. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD pre sented the following reso- 
lutions, adopted by the legislature of Mame, in rela- 
tion to the annexation of ‘Texas and the occupatior 
of Oregon: 

Resolved, That obedience to the will of the people is a 
fundamental principle of democracy. 

Resolved, That the question of the annexation of Texas to 
the United States was appropriately and dire etly presented 
to the people for their consideration, and after full discus 
sion has been decided athirmatively, and it now becomes the 
duty of the take immediate and effectual 
steps lo! the consummation of the measure at the earliest 
practicable period. 

Resolved, That the governments of Texas and the United 
States have aright to make treaties and stipulations 
enter into alliances and con and that the government 
of Texas, in ceding her territory, and the government of the 
United States, in accepting the cession of said territory, ex- 
ercise powers which r gevernment or people should 
be suffered to impair or deteat. 

Resolved, That the questions of the annexation of Texas 
and the occu} ation of Oregon, are greet national questions, 
and as such have been jycanvassed and passed upon by the 
people; and any attempt to place them upon tional 
grounds and to make them subservient to local interests, is 
calculated to endanger the success of those measure 

Resolved, That the Territory of Oregon, extending, on the 
Pacific ocean, from the forty-second degree to fifty-four de 


government to 


and 


pacts, 


no otne 


set 


grees and forty minutes north latitude, belongs to the 
United States; and it is the imperative duty of the gov 
ernmentto occupy the same, and extend its sole jurisdic 
tion over said territory, without unnecessary delay 
Resolved, That our senators in Congress be instructed 


and our representatives be re queste 1, to use their best ex 
ertions to secure the of Texas to the United 
States,and the oceupation of Oregon, in conformity with 
the foregoing resolutions. 


annexation 


Resolved, Vhat the secretary of state forward to each of our 
senators and representatives In Congress, a copy ol these 
resolutions. 

TAT — . . ‘ee ad os 

Mr. FAIRFIELD availed himself of the occa- 


sion to say that he fully recognised the democratic 


doctrine of the right of instruction on the part of 
the constituent, and a corresponding on the part of 
the representative to obey; and that his course in 
the Senate upon these great Texas and Oregon 
questions would in accordance with these 
VIEWS. 

The resolutions were read, ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented a remonstrance from 
inhabitants of the town of Greenfield, in the Stat 


be 
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New Hampshire, against the annexation of 
‘Texas; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
number of inhabitants of Gray burgh, in the coun- 
ty of Green, Pennsylvania, asking for such a change 
in the post routes as to 
which was referred to 
Office and Post Roads. 

Al O preset nted a 
man, of the city of 
served four months 


give mail facilities; 
the Committee on the Post 


freater 


memorial from William Car- 
Pittsburg, re presenting that he 
under Gen. St. Clair, in 1791, 


that he is old, and in redu ed eire umstances, and 
prays for a pension: re ferred to the Committee on 
Pension 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, it was ordered that 
the communication from the War De partment, ac- 
compant d by a re port from the mineral agent on 


Lake superior, ve printed, 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without ame ndment, and with a re- 
commendation that they do pass, the bills for the re- 


lief of Eldred A. Lambert, Bennet M. Dell, John 
Adams and John Adams, jr. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 


Enos Stephens of Philadelphia, representing that 
he had made a discovery and invented a machine 
with which he can take and record the yeas and 
nays in any legislative body instantly and perfectly 
Mr. B. said it was a time-saving ma¢ 
chine, which he had no doubt, upon the representa- 
tion of the petitioner, would, at some period, an- 
swer well the purposes for which it is intended in an- 
other quarter of the Capitol. ‘The petitioner asks that 
nis petition may be referred to a committee to ex- 
imine the plan of operations, and report to Con- 
rress as to its practicability. A similar was 
presented to the other House, where, perhaps, the 
plan was more needed than in the Senate: referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. NILES pre sented a petition from citizens of 
South Norwalk, Connecticut, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. MILLER presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Witiiam Dayton, elected by the legislature 
of New Jersey a senator from that State for six 
years from the 4th of March next: read, and ordered 
to be placed upon the files. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a remonstrance from a 
number of of the town of Parma, in the 
county of Cuyahoga, Ohio, against the annexation 
of Texas to the United States: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from a number of 
inhabitants of Watertown, in the county of Jefler- 
son, New York, praying that the joint resolution of 
the House for the annexation of ‘Texas may be re- 
jected: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from Ma- 
ry McNelly, of Broome county, New York, praying 
for a pension. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from sundry 
mechanics who were employed in the navy-yard at 
Washington in 1843, praying indemnity for the losses 
sustained by them in consequence of their sudden 
discharge from employment there: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, the bill explan- 
atory of an act entitled “An act making appropria- 
ons for the civil and diplomatic expenses of gov- 
ernment for the year 1831.” 

Also reported a bill to authorize the South Caro- 
lina railroad company to import, free of duty, cer- 
tain pipes and machinery for an atmospheric rail- 
way; Which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of John Carlan, asking for 
renewal of pension. 

Also reported back, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, the bill for the relief of 
Peter Von Schmidt, allowing him compensation for 
translating a document on theculture of hemp. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, re ported back, without amend- 
ment, the bill to incorporate the Columbian Mutual 

Insurance Company of Washington city. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Pubhe Lands, reported back, with an amendment, 
(which was ordered to be printed,) the bill to amend 
an actenutled “An act to carry into effect, in the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing 


accurate. 


one 


c1uzens 








CONGR ESSIONAL GLOBE. 

















compacts with those States with regard to the 5 
per cent. fund, and school reservations. 

Also reported back, from the same committee, 
with an amendment, (which was ordered to be 
printed,) the bill granting to the county of Wyan- 
dott, in the State of Ohio, certain landsin the town 
of Upper Sandusky. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented resolutions adopted by 
the legislature of Ohio, requesting the senators and 
representatives in Congress to use all honorable ex- 
ertions to procure the passage of a law to appropri- 
ate $15,000, either in money or in town lots, in Up- 
per Sandusky, or lands in the Wyandott reserva- 
tion, for the purpose of erecting a suitable court- 
house and jail for said county, provided the county 
seat shall be located in Upper Sandusky. ‘The reso- 
lutions, which related to the subject the above bill 
provided for, were read, and ordered to lie on the 

able. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Thomas Rhodes; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John Cocke, 
of ‘Tennessee; which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 


REANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


Mr. ASHLEY asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a jointresolution for the admission of Texas 
into the Union; which was read, and ordered to a 
second aeading, and to be printed, as follows, viz: 


Resolved, That the republic of Texas, by the name and 
sty le ofthe ‘State of Texas,” be received and admitted into 
this Union upon the same footing with the original States 
in all respects whatever, on the people of said republic, met 
in convention called by the duly constituted authorities 
thercol, consenting to the following terms and conditions: 

1. That the existing constitution of said republic be so 
mocifled as that it shall conform to the constitution of the 
United States, and be so amended as to provide that the 
territory of Texas may be divided into new States not ex- 
ceeding five in number, to be received and admitted into 
this Union, in conformity to the provisions of the constitu- 
tion ofthe United States, upon the same footing with the 
original States. 

2. That the United States be authorized to adjust and set- 
tle all questions of boundary which may arise with other 
governments 

8. That all fortifications, barracks, navy, and navy-yards, 
docks, magazines, arms, and accoutrements, all mines, min- 
erals, salt lakes and springs, all public edifices, except the 
capital, court-houses, jails, and other buildings adapted to 
State, county, and other local purposes, and all other prop- 
erty and means appertaining to the public defence, belong- 
ing to said republic, not including the public funds, debts, 
taxes, and dues of every description, be ceded to the United 
States. 

4. That all the public lands within the limits of said re- 
public be pledged to the payment of its debts, and transfer- 
red to the United States in trust, to be sold and disposed of in 
the same manner as the public lands of the United States ; 
andthe proceeds thereof be applied to the payment of said 
debts, after deducting the expense incident to the manage- 
ment aud sale thereol!; and after the final discharge of the 
whole amount of said debt, the residue thereof shall be an- 
nually paid to the State of Texas, unless other States shall 
be formed within her limits; in such case it shall be appor- 
tioned and paid respectively in proportion to their repre- 
sentation in Congress: Provided, Thatin no event shall 
said debt be assumed by or become a charge upon the Uni- 
ted States 


5. Thatacommission of four shall be appointed—two by 
the L+nited States and two by the State of Texas—whose du- 
ty it shall be to ascertain the debts of Texas; and there 


shall be paid an annual salary of three thousand dollars to 
each of said commissioners, in lieu of all other compensa 
tion whatever; which, with all other expenses incidental to 
said commission, shall be paid out of the proceeds of the 
lands; that the United States shall prescribe such rules and 
regulations for the government of the commissioners, and 
for the convenient and prompt payment of said debts, as may 
be necessary ; it being understood that Texas may designate 
such debts as she may desire to be first paid, not exceeding 
the sum of five hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolutig 
which lies over till to-morrow: 

Resolved, That from and after this day, the Senate will 
convene daily at 11 o’clock, a. m. 

The engrossed bill entitled an act providing for 
the purchase and distribution of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States among the sev- 
eral States and Territories, came up for its third 
reading. 

On motion ’Y 
amended as ma 
$65. 

The bill was then read the third time, and the 
question being, Shall it pass? 

Mr. ATHERTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, being ordered, were taken, and resulted— 
yeas 2], nays 20—as follows: 

YEAS 
Clayton 


Mr. DAYTON, the bill was so 
ce it read $625 per set, instead of 


Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Huger, 


| 




















Merrick, Miller, 





Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, 
head, Porter, Upham, White, and Weodbridge—2) 

NAYS Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Ben 
ton, Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Haywood, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, Sevier, St Taj 
pan, and Woodbury—20 


More 
Messrs 


irgeon 


So the bill was passed. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the bil! from th 
House for the relief of Dunning R. McNair was ta- 
ken up on an adverse report of the Committe on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and recommitted to 
that committee. 

NATIONAL DEFENCES. 

Mr. FOSTER called the attention of the Senate 
to the exposed condition of our frontier on the 
north and northwest, and the importance of Con- 
gress taking some measures to put that region of 
our country ina proper state of defence. He con- 
cluded by submitting the following regolution; which 
lies on the table for the present, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
report to Congress, at its next session, the present means ot 
naval defences on the lakes, together with the best plan for 
providing for the general defence in that quarter, whether 
by the ship canal of Illinois or otherwise. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the special ordet 
of the day was called up, being, as he considered it, 
the question of concurrence with the Committee on 
Foregn Relations as to the adoption of the resolu- 
tions recommended at the end of the committee's 
reporton the subject of the annexation of ‘Texas, 
which resolutions were as follows: 


Resolved, That the joint resolution of the House of Rep 


resentatives for the annexation of Texas to the Ll uited States 
be rejected. 
Resolved, That the several bills and joint re olutions 


originating in the Senate, the resolutions of sundry State 
legislatures, and the petitions and memorials of many citi 
zens of the United States, tor and against the ainenation ol 
‘Texas to this Union, which have been referred to this com 
mittee, do lie on the table. 


Mr. ALLEN rose and said, that before the sena- 
tor from Kentucky (Mr. Morenean] entitled to the 
floor proceeded to open the debate, he desired the 
precise question before the Senate to be stated by 
the Chair—the question upon which the Senate 
would be called upon to vote. 

The CHAIR. It is on the adverse report; and as 
the chair now understands the matter, the joint 
resolution of the House of Representatives comes 
up as in committee of the whole for consideration, 
and is open to any motion that may be made in re- 
gard to it. 

Mr. ALLEN. Itis not, then, on the report of the 
committee, but on the joint resolution, that the ques- 
tion is pending. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. Before the question is 
put on the adverse resolution from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, it is competent to amend 
and perfect the joint resolution; but the committee's 
object may be attained by motion of indefinite post- 
ponement. 

Mr. ARCHER. Then, te obviate all difficulty, 
I now make the motion that the joint resolution of 
the House of Representatives now before the Senate, 
be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. ALLEN. Now, sir, 1 move that the yeas 
and nays be ordered on that question, and then the 
senator from Kentucky can go on. 

The CHAIR put the question, and the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

fr. MOREHEAD then rose and addressed th 
Senate for upwards of two hours. 

He said he ought, in justice to himself, to ex- 
press to the Senate his sincere regard for having 
postponed the consideration of the present bill when 
it was called up by the senator from Virginia [Mr. 
ArcHer] on a former day. Unexpectedly to him 
(Mr. M.) the duty had been devolved upon him in 
consequence of that senator’s ill health, which, most 
assuredly, no one could regard more strongly than 
he did, to present to the Senate the grounds upon 
which those who were of opinion that this bill 
ought not to be passed, based their opinions. In con- 
sequence of the circumstances in which he was 
placed, not having had his mind directed to the con- 
sideration of those subjects particularly, which were 
necessary to be considered in opening the discussion 
to the Senate, he had deemed it his duty, as well to 
the Senate as to himself, to ask for the postponement 
until to-day; and he now proceeded to discharge 
the duty which had been imposed upon him. 

In attempting to discharge that duty, he could not 
be insensible to the great magnitude of the topic 
which was under the consideration of thisbody. He 
deemed it the most interesting and important subject 
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which for years had agitated the public mind in this 
country ; and he almost felt as if he should shrink 
from the discharge of his duty, under the deep sense 
which he entertamed of the many and deep interests 
which this subject involves. He trusted that he 
should have strength enough to submit to the Sen- 
ate the views which he entertained in relation to it; 
and he did most humbly supplicate Him who holds 
in His hands the destinies of nations, that He would 
enable him to do it satisfactorily, both to the Senate 
and the country. Before he went into the consid- 
eration of the prominent topics growing out of this 
ubject, allow him to make a preliminary remark. 
For one, whatever might be the views of other gen- 
tlemen coinciding with him in general, upon the 
question now under consideration, he was led to the 
conclusion that the bill itself, independent of any 
constitutional objections, was inexpedient, if for no 
other reason than because it adds additional territory 
to this Union. He was one those who believed 
that,consututed as the government of the United States 
was, we had territory enough for all useful pur- 
poses; and when he looked back upon the history of 
republics, and reviewed the consequences 
resulting from adding province after province, and 
territory after territory, to the original domain of 
those republics, he was still more strongly con- 
vinced that it was better for the people of the United 
States to plant themselves upon their original terri- 
tory; that they should not extend it—that prece- 
dents for the extension of territory ought to be 
opposed at the outset, in consequence of the 
results which might eventually transpire. But what- 
ever might be his opinions upon this subject, 
he took occasion to say, independent of all other 
difficulties, this would be a sufficient consideration 
with him. There was another point of view pre- 
senting itself at the threshold, which he thought en- 
tirely insurmountable. When this subject was 
presented to the consideration of the Senate at the 
last session of Congress, one of the leading difficul- 
ties in the way of its favorable reception by this 
body, was the relations which subsisted between 
the government of Mexico and the government of 
the United States. It was said that there were at 
that time subsisting treaties between that govern- 
ment and ours, pledging the faith of the govern- 
ment of the United States to the preservation of the 
harmony and peace of the two nations; and that, 
pledged as the government of the United States was 
by those treaties, it would, in the first place, be a 
sufficient cause of war; and in the next place, a 
violation of the faith of the treaties which subsisted 
between that government and ours, if we proceeded, 
without the consent of the Mexican government, to 
annex Texas to this nation; or, in other words, to 
deprive her of a province which, however the inde- 
pendence of that province might have been recog- 
nised by this government, still had never been re- 
cognised as independent by herself. He was one 
who felt the full force of the objections founded up- 
on the circumstances which he had mentioned. 
In looking at the position that this whole subject 
now occupied, he could not, for oue, perceive that 
there had been any change of these circumstances. 
Mexico was still an obstacle between that govern- 


Past 


ment and ours. There were still subsisting treaties of | 


friendship and peace. If it were incumbent upon 
us ona former occasion to regard the relations be- 
tween Mexico and this country, and to be influ- 
enced by them, he knew of nothing that had pro- 
duced such an alteration of those relations as to 
justify us now in the annexation of Texas to this 
government, without the consent of Mexico. He 
undertook, at least, for himself, to express the opi- 
nion that there had been no change of circumstances 
and position ; and if, at the last session of Congress, 
he would not plunge into this annexation scheme, 
because he believed it would be violating the national 
faith and endangering the national integrity, he 
would not do it now. If he believed, at the last 
session of Congress, that the consequence of annex- 
ation was to produce war with Mexico, and without 
cause on her part, but with cause upon ours, he 
would oppose it still. If there was anything in the 
present condition of the Mexican government which 
should have a bearing upon this subject at all, it 
seemed to him that these circumstances should ap- 
peal still more strongly than they did at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, to the magnamity of this govern- 
ment not to interpose this scheme between our rela- 
tions with Mexico, whatever may be the solicitude 
which Texas may have tobe annexed to this Union. 
The domestic condition of Mexico was different 
now from what it was then. If, being a weak gov- 
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ernment, it Was impolitic and unjust for us, astrong- 
er power, to interpose and violate her domain, with- 
out her consent, should we avail ourselves of the 
internal dissensions in that unfortunate country, at 
this time, to do that now which we would not have 
done then? 

Without dwelling upon this subject—without en- 
larging upon the considerations which were connect- 
ed with it—he deemed it his duty to express the con- 
victions of his own mind and the reasons which 
influenced him in relation to it. 

The national faith! Need he take up the time of 
the Senate in dwelling for a moment on the duty which 
every government on earth owed to itself, and espe- 
cially a free republican government,to preserve untar- 
nished its own national faith ? It constitutes the moral 
character of the United States, or at leasi its strength. 
Endanger it—enfeeble the claim that you have upon 
the judgment of the world, growing out of the ob- 
ligations imposed upon a government like ours, to 
preserve its faith and integrity in its relations with 
the other governments of the world—and you disarm 
it of its intrinsic and constitutional strength. He 
was, therefore, now, as he was at a former session 
of Congress, ‘unwilling to admit the territory of 
Texas into this Union until he should be satisfied 
that Mexico at least should consent to let it in. 

It might be said, in reply to the suggestions which 
he had made to the Senate upon what he considered 
an important view of the subject, that the govern- 
ment of the United States had recognised the inde- 
pendence of 'Texas—that other nations of the world 
had done the same thing—that Mexico was incapa- 
ble of reclaiming her authority over her lost province 
—that Texas was, in fact, independent, and able to 
maiitain her independence. Now, that was the 
very question which was presented to our conside- 
ration. Were we sure that Texas was in fact in- 
dependent, and that she was able to maintain her 
independence, notwithstanding the efforts which 
Mexico might think proper to make, to regain 
that territory? In looking at the whole subject, as 
he had endeavored to do, in the most impartial 
point of view, it occured to him that the applica- 
tion which that government (the government of 
Texas) had made to ours, and the frequent appeals 
which had been made to the government of the 
United States, to interpose between her and Mexico, 
was a strong circumstance calculated to impress us 
with the belief that Texas herself feels that she 
might be incompetent to maintain her indepen- 
dence. But he would not dwell upon that subject. 
He proceeded to the consideration of another. 

The next objection which he proposed to make to 
this bill, arose from its peculiar character. What 
was it? He called it a bill; it was a joint resolution 
from the House of Representatives; and it proposes 
to introduce Texas as a State into the American 
Union, upon an equal footing with the original 
States, by an act which requires the assent, to con- 
stitute it a law, of a bare majority of the two 
Houses of Congress, or, what he thought made the 
case still stronger against it, ofa majority of barely a 
quorum of the two Houses. The ground upon 
which the proposed measure of annexation had 
been advocated, could not be lost sight of in the 
consideration of this branch of the subject. In the 
whole of the correspondence between the Amer- 
ican Secretary of State, and other governments 
which were interested in the question, the annexa- 
tion scheme has been placed upon the ground 
that it was necessary to protect and strength- 
en the domestic institutions of a particular portion 
of this confederacy. He was not about to go into 
the consideration of this question. He knew it 
was a fearful and an alarming one in its details; but 
coming from a State, whose institutions would be 
brought within the application of this resolution, if 
it should pass, whatever that protection might be, he 
had to say, bearing upon that question, that if this 
resolution was intended to recognise the power of 
a majority of the two Houses of Congress to 
strengthen and maintain the institution of slavery 
in this country, he disclaimed their authority to act 

upon the subject. It had never been admitted—he 
trusted it never would be admitted—that Congress 
has one moment’s jurisdiction over the subject in a 
legislative form. 

He considered, then, the joint resolution now be- 
fore the Senate, taken in connection with the reason- 
ing by which it had been sustained, as involving di- 
rectly the considerations which he had mentioned. 
For one, as one of the representatives of a State 
whose institutions were of the character to which he 
had alluded, he never would consent that a majori- 


ty of Congress should legislate in reference to thy 
particular domestic institution; because, if ® major- 
ity of Congress could declare that a foreign territo 

ry could be annexed for the purpose of strengthen 

ing this institution, a different majority could de- 
clare that, for the same reason, and upon the same 
rrecedent, they could circumscribe and contract it. 
He preferred, as one representing one of the States 
to which he had alluded, abiding by the compro- 
mise of the constitution, and placing his feet 
upon true and substantial constitutional grounds 


At this moment, when it was known that the 
nonslaveholdiIng States of this Union were the 


preponderating power of the Union, and when 
it was known that in some of those States 
there was rising upa great power, fanatical and dan- 
gerous in its character, the future footsteps of which 
no human being could trace, and the future conse 
quences of which no human being could anticipate, 
he would not be instrumental in establishing a pre 

cedent which would enable them to countermine thé 
interests of those States of the Union whose institu- 
tions were different from theirs. 

He might enlarge upon this subject, and throw 
out other objections to this resolution upon that 
score; but there was so much before him, that, upon 
this preliminary question of expediency, he did not 
deem it his duty to dwell at large. 

There was only one more point, of a preliminary 
nature, remaining, to which he should briefly allude; 
and that was this: This resolution proposes to take 
from Texas all that belongs to her but her public 
lands—not alone her custom-houses, her sources of 
revenue, but her sovereignty—that which it seemed 
to him ought to be dearer to her than all other con- 
siderations. Her sovereignty! And you leave hex 
utterly powerless for the payment of her national en- 
gagements to the world. Will you do that? Will 
you expose yourself to the hazard of the imputation 
that you have deprived the just creditors of inde- 
pendent Texas of their rights, by depriving her of 
the means of paying her debts? that you are willing, 
for the stipulations you make as the terms of recep- 
tions, to make the best bargain you can for yourself, 
and let the whole world interested in the maintenance 
of the sovereignty of Texas construe it as they 
please? 

He held that the creditors of Texas, in all possible 
good faith, had not only a just lien upon the re- 
sources of the government of ‘Texas—upon her pub- 
lic lands—upon all her public property—and upon 
her national faith; but that, if the preservation of her 
independence should be one means of the redemp- 
tion of those debts, they had a claim also upon us 
that we should not deprive them of their claim by 
depriving ‘Texas of all possibility of paying them. 
He would not dwell, either, upon these grounds. 

He eame now to what was much more important 
than all the considerations of the great question in- 
volved in this case; and that was, whether the joint 
resolution from the Hlouse was or was not con 
formable to the constitution of the United States? 
It was not his intention to go into an Investigation 
of the various modes by which territory could be 
acquired under this government. It might be ad- 
mitted that you may acquire territory by discovery; 
that you may acquire It by conquest, that you may 
acquire it by cession; and he supposed there were 
very few who would deny that it may be acquire d 
by treaty. In the case now under consideration it 
was not proposed by the joint resolution before the 
Senate that Texas should be acquired according to 
what he considered the constitutional mode of pro- 
ceeding—by the treaty-making power; but she was 
required by legislative enactment to cede her territo- 
ry, as well as her sovereignty, to the United States. 
The proposition is for Congress to admit her as a 
State. He assumed, therefore, that the present joint 
resolution need not be discussed in reference to the 
mode of acquiring territory, particularly applicable 
to the treaty-making power of the United State 
Now, he asked if, when this government was about 
to add a foreign domain to ours, there was any other 
mode of accomplishing that object except by the 

interposition of the treaty-making power, compost d 
as that treaty-making power was of the President 
of the United States, in conjunction with the Senater 

It seemed to him unnecessary that he should go 
into the consideration of the abstract question Ccon- 
nected with the treaty-making power in its relations 
to foreign States. Thatsubject had been ably and 
tully discussed as far back as 1816, when the ground 
was taken, and, he thought, fully maintained, that 
through the treaty-making power alone could for- 
cign territory be acquired, and only through the 
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executive co lauons with foreign govern- does appertain to the treaty-making power, it was ae ypbind x hangs eer State in this 
ments be adjusted, and especially could our con- then to be maintained, and he should like to see up- sake Ga didie adieinak taeaaken: a an oe 
tracts with foreign governments be made; that the on what ground it could be done, that the Con- |}  gistature, or of the executive when th Mactainture fannnt 
legislative powers and the powers of Congress were gress of the United States possesses the concur- 1} be convened, against domestic violence 
of a domestic « acter, and intended by the con- rent legislative power upon this  subject—if | Now, there is nothing in any section of this arti- 
titution t uN domestic applicatie But the that which it is competent the treaty-making | cle of the constitution, that does not apply exclu- 
treaty-making er, ( ed as it is of the Pres- power to accomplish, a majority ef a quorum of both || sively to our domestic relations. And yet, of all the 
l le of the | = ¢ | e St aon be uses of Congress oe acco mplish? Or. in other 1] articles in the constitution, and ot all the enumerated 
was the powerto cary on negotiations with foreign |] words, that the treaty-making power which was || powers of that instrument, it is only the third 
State »make contracts with foreign States—and set apart for the purpose s appropriated to it by the section of this fourth article, that reliance is placed 
ich other action as 1} ece iry to maintain. the constitution, In reference to our foreign relations, || for the authority of Congress to annex foreien ter- 
foreign relations of the cor yo was u concurrent power of a majority of both 1 ritory to this Union. It declares that wew State; 
He repeated that it w unnecessary for himto |] Houses of Congress. It would hardly be contend- | may be admitted by Cougress into this Union. But 
ravel over t rund ¢ He thought the ar- || ed—he aaa there was no gentleman who was || he should be allowed to call the attention of the Sen- 
rument was not only unanswerable, but had never |} friendly to this bill, or who was of opinion that an- ate to the condition of the United States at the time 
been answeret vhich this question was |} nexation could take place upon an actof Congress, || this constitution was adopted. ‘The ordinance of 
placed 1 ed e of 1816 in the House of Repre- who would dispute the treaty-making power to an- 1787 had passed, authorizing the addition of five 
entatives, upon the commercial treaty of that year. || nex foreign territory. ‘The argument, he apprehend- || more States. That ordinance constituted, virtually 
It was enough for him that this mede of acquiring 1] ed, would be this: that, asa constitutional mode a compact with the people of the West. Besides 
territory by treaty had been sanctioned by a num- |} of proceeding, we do not deny that foreign territory these, there were left {rac tions of territory extendi: 
ber of precedents which amounted in his opinion to can be admitted into this Union by the treaty-ma- || from their boundary lines, not inciuidl dl in their lim- 
the on legitimate construction of the consti- king power. The precedents are certi 7 In its || its; but there was not one of these fractions of ter 
tull of the United States upon that important |] favor. It is now too late to dispute it; but there is || tory that did not belong tous. There were State 
subject was the very first instance. another clause in the constitution which isentirely || that had oot entered into the Union. Rhode Island 
Louisia! tinto the Union by treaty— free from all doubt and misconstruction—the clause || was one Vermont was knocking ai the dk Nt 
by a ne tarted by Mr. Jefferson and which gives Congress the power to admit new York, considering her within her own territory, wa 
inctioned by the Senate of the United State States into the Union; and under that clause tt ts presenting some difficulties which had first to be re- 
Louisiana was, the commencement of this gov- | competent for the Congress of the United States to moved: and some obstacles, for a time, withheld 
ernment, in the hands of a foreign power, and con- bring the State of ‘Texas within the limits of the New Hampshire, which was advancing claims to a 
trolled the important points of the mouth of the Mis- || American Union. portion of her territory. Fer the express purposs 
ISSIPpl. There we had all the commerce of our | He proposc d now to consider what was the char- of ren 1oving the difficulty in relation to Vert ont, a 
western territory. It became, therefore, a matter of acter of that article, and upon what conditions it modification of the third section of the fourth article 
indispensable mportance—a matter connected with || rests. [Mr. Brenanan. That is the true ground.| || of the convention, as originally dra up inthe coi 
the preservation of the Union itself—that some His friend from Pennsylvania said that was the vention. was made. , 
movement should be made for the annexation of || question; and to it he proposed to call his partieu- Mr. Governeur Morris had introduced the section, 
loutsiana to this ¢ ountry [It was done. The trea- larattention. ‘The aaa in the constitution upon which section was, that “no new State shal! be form 
ty of annexation passed the Senate of the United which this whole case rests was that to which he ed or erected within the limits of any other State, 
States in 1503 by a vote of 24 to 7—being more than |} now referred—‘‘new States may be admitted by &e.” Buton subsequent motion, tl e word limits 
two-thirds, which 1s the constitutional m ajority re- || Congress into this Union; but no new States shall was left out, and the word jurisdiction substituted 
quired. be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any It was supposed—Mr. Madison says, in his reports 
florida was the next precedent. That treaty was other State; nor shall any junction be made without of the pescontings in convention—that the word 
negotiated by Mr. Monroe in 1819, and confirmed theconsent of the legislature of such State as well limits was inappropriate to the object in view; be- 
by the unanimous vote of the Senate of the United || as of the Congress.” Now the first circumstance to cause Vermont, being withm the limits of New 
Stat After Florida was introduced, a question || which he should call the attention of the Senate was York, cldou not, with that resiriction, come into the 
arose in the courts of justice of that Territory, || to the peculiar position which this clause of the Union. Besides, there were then spe lati ns afloat 
which was brought into the Supreme Court of the constitution occupied in that instrument. You do as to the probable admission of Kentue ky also, for 
United States; and there this ve ry question of the not find it connected with the general powers of Virginia had passed a law authorizing he rto forma 
treaty-making power to annex foreign territory was Congress. You find it thrown into the 3d_ section constitution for herself with that view. He canie 
made a point for decision in the case. The question of the 4th article. now to the proposition that this clause was so very 
was directly met and decided by the Supreme Court | It was not placed juxtaposition to the enume- plain as to leave no doubt about the power of Con- 
of the United States rated powers of Congress, but was found in the gress, without a resort to the tre: wty-m iking power, 
The course (said Judge Marshall) which the argument || third section of the fourth article, separate from the to admit Texas. ‘The friends of the joint resolution 
os Conen, Wie sequire tha leciding this question, the || enumerated powers of Congress. ‘The first section insisted that it was literally in conformity with the 
= ee ' ath ee ° ce eT Paes — = arvana of the article related to the faith due to public acts; words of the constitution, and asked whether his 
tely upon the gove <n the ; cea of alee 8 rand || the second to the enjoyment of equal privileg ges in || State rights friends would take this position? Would 
ot making treaties; consequently, that government pos all the States; and this third section had re ferenc eto |} they maintain that this clause was so exceedingly 
ant oa eee oe rer territory either by conquest || the admission of new States; and the next gave to plain that it must be interpreted as throwing open 





the regulation 





The neXt instance was in the case ot Texas her- en 3 | = ee a 2 the on * _ . en wd _ - ane, ra te eel 
self. During the last year, negotiations were institu- || PUOUS Property, & ae mean oe wre tained that the federal ae ae 7 oe 
il head Shite atalino whol: ee wand net now ao. ne w State a republican — of government. Al apply to the then existing people of the United 
‘The object was to introduce Texas into the Union. | rn tegath ooo é ee ee eet, mee States and to their posterity; that the pr amble to 
The treaty was sent to the Senat for ratification. It reference exclusively to our domestic relations. the constitution expressly declared it; _ if this 
eee as constitutional; and it was voted for, Phe grated * aes foreign renee is not wae admitted, could gentlemen succeed eiving i 
ieee th as cemimeineatee’. found in the enumerated powers of the constitution. | an smscoagae ecarng operation J ke ea 4 for the 

These, then, were the precedents. There had | The third section of the fourth article, in express || eyidence of their power. He held that the clause 
been three instances of the negotiation of the gov- {[ ‘TMS S8ys- eer ere ae ‘ could rightfully have no other than a domestic ap 
ernment of the United States for the nannies of 1} i oo on Pathan seep in mao sg ae pcm plic alion—it was mite nded to o ype rate intra ti vritort 

< mon, Dut moe new ate ial rmed or erected within rv ‘ +t , 
foreign territory to this Union. The power to an- |} the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State Le formed only. Tad the word States Meant OULEPW hse 


it constitutional, then, to année x fo oulsianar to annex 


Florida 


Then comes the third section, the first clause of 








iculty 


the better; and that it wiil be desiral for Congress to do 


nex by treaty had been sanctioned by the Supreme hy the junction of two or more States or parts of States, would not the word “foreign” have been made to 
ee aka ae ae i - "~ |] without the consent of the legislature of the States con- || precede it Nor was this a ees alone: it 
Court of the United States. More than that, the || cerned.as well as of the Congress.” , 
power to annex Louisiana and Florida had been ac 4 ; || the opinion of him who, by general consent, had 
ceil ae oa ears f thn flies f this Uni rhe whole of the fourth article shows that it ap- || received the title of “the Apostle of Democracy. 
quiesced In bY tne peopie oO 1e States o iSUnion | . . : 
witineet uuaresur P — i ton find ceeniteeed doen plies to the domestic relations and limits of the con- This opinion was explic itly avowed by him in his 
no nu i Ss i ; ‘ ascer ‘oO 
See a ait ae peepee federation then provided for. The first section says: | letter to Mr. Linc oln, his Attor ney Gener: f 30th 
the authorities of that period. Now, was it consti- one \ 
tutional to annex those Territories to the govern 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to Aucust, 1803, suggesting amendments to the con- 
" ee ; : 2 raicnaihen a sover! the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every stitution. He said: 
ment of the United States by treaty? Mr. Jefferson other State. And the Congress may, by general laws, pre- | ; oe hat : 
’ 6 a as ny France ve nliad Staton. ta 
supposed, even while he was negotiating the treaty, scribe the manner in which such &cts, records, and pro: | a . _ are eo u eer hall 
° . . > 7 ( ‘. coe é - ] nad ne ) + uted States. its woite ssha 
that he was doing an act which transcended the pow- |] &* lings, shall be proved, and the effect thereof. i] Sees ; se eee ee iii Gicelaes ail GMa hiatal ‘dale 
; of the constitut and he had pr | | 2. A person charged in any State with treason, felony DE CINNZERS, BNE Stat, ¢ . 5 ae 
ers of the constutuuion; and he had proposed, there- | or othercrime. who shall flee trom justice, and be found in || the same footing with other citizens of the United States in 
fore, before this important Movement wasm ide, to another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority analogous situations. 7 a : F 
make an appeal to the people of the United States of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re- | “ peo a arm 7 ros gt \ Me a { 
£ | } } . ” | ecame ¢ ) > ri ates: its white inhahi 
o a — = o th — moved to the State having jurisdiction of the crime | sha ecame a part ¢ 2€ United states, | “ , 
for & grant of — ~~ s nirming apie o . j 3. No person held to service or labor in one State under | ants shall thereupon be citizens, an u as to th ’ 
The act itself was confirmed by the Senate of the || the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- | rights and obligations, on the same tooting with other citi 
United States, and afterwards confirmed by the peo- | quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from | zens of the United States in analogous situati b Jef} 
7 ; : ; ’ 
ple of the United States in the course of a series of such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of ae 1, 2. } ' ids) { , 
’ . - hep ‘ nN«< ryvice o ab av » ae ” qoute this (he a ds) tor your consideration observing 
years, who eave their deliberate acquiescence. Was | e party to whom such service or labor may be due.  ehet h Thaad thik te teaaahieds tee constitutional dif 
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Was it constitutional to annex ‘Texas to 
United States by the treaty which was submit- 
to t Senate at its last session? He believed 
there were few, if any, constitutional objections 
made. ‘The general voice of the Senate was in fa- 
vor of the power by tre aty. If, then, it be admitted 
that the power to annex foreign territory by treaty 


the 


ted 


} 
ne 


which, in relation to the admission of new States, has 
been above quoted. The second clause is— 

‘The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging the United States; and nothing in 
this constitution shall be so construed as to prejudic e any 
claims of the United States or of any particular State 


The fourth section is— 


what is necessary in silence.” —ih. 


Mr. Jefferson’ s idea was that Louisiana should be 
“made a part’ of the United States. He did not 
propose any general grant of power to admit foreign 
States. All he asked was a mere affirmation by 
the people of the act admitting Louisiana into the 
Union, 





his 
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mn- 
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Gentlemen contended that here was a plain clause | 


in the constitution, the very letter of which sanction- 
ed the resolution from the House of Re spresentatives; 
but he said that they must either show a clause ex- 
pressly authorizing the admission of foreign States, 
or resort to the very broadest and most latitudinous 
construction. Let gentlemen look, again, at Mr. 
Jefferson’s letter to Mr. Nicholas im 1503: 

Whener ver Cong shall think it 

mane be done with as little debate as p< 
ularly so fat as respects the co! istitutional difficulty 

Mr. Nicholas thought it constitutional 
Louisiana under the clause now relied on, and he 
wrote to Mr. Jefferson stating and defending that 
osition, and insisting that the territory could be ad- 
mitted by a law of Congress, by virtue of the clause 
siving authority to admit new States. But how did 
Vir. Jefferson meet this endeavor to remove his con- 
stitutional scruples? 


ress 


necessary to do 


sible, and partic- 


to admit 


lam aware of the force of the observations you make on 
the power given by the constitution to CONGR ss to admit new 
States into the Union without restraining the subject to the 
territory then constituting the United States. But, when | 


consider that the limits of the United States are precisely 


tixed by the treaty of 1783—that the constitution ex- 
pressly declures itself to be made forthe United States 

} cannot help believing the intention was f to permit 
Congress to admit into the Union new States which should 


not be formed eut of the tenitory for which, and unde) 
whose authoritv alone, they were thenacting. Ido not be- 
lieve it was meant that that they might receive t.ngland, 


Ireland, Holland, &e which would be 
sour construction 

‘When an instrument admits of two constructious, the one 
sate, the othe the one precise, the other indefi 


nite, | prefer which is precise. l|had rather 


, into it the case on 


r dangerous 
that 


safe and 


ask an enlargement of power from the nation—{Mr. Jef 
terson did not propose to give a generc power in his 
smendments}--where it is found necessary, than to assume 


would make OUR POWERS BOUND 
is in the possession of a writ- 
not make it Wank paper by con- 


it by a construction which 
Our peculiar security 
ten constitution. Let us 
struction.” 

Here Mr. Jefferson expressly declared that such 
a construction as was how advocated (and to this 
Mr. M. would call the particular attention of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. BucHanay,) 
‘‘would make the powers of Congress boundless.” 


How?—how would it make the power of Congress 
.] 


ress 


boundless, when this clause, as the gentleman con- 
tended, gave the power to Congress in express 


terms, without the applicatiun of any construc- 
tion at all? If Mr. Jefferson thought it so 
clear and so obvious, how would suc h a con- 


struction as warranted the 
isiana make the power of Congress boundiess? 
No; it was not thus clear his to vision; he 
thought that foreign territory could come in un- 
der this clause only by so very wide and loose a 
construction as went to make the powers of Con- 
gress absolutely boundless. And why so? Because 
the constitution was made for the people and for the 
territory of the United States alone; because he 
thought that it never intended to provide for the ad- 
mission of a people of diflerent origin, different asso- 
ciutions, different blood, different habits, principles, 
and forms of government. If Congress could do 
this, Mr. Jefferson held that it could do anything. 
[think it important in 
ainst Aread construc. 
fon, by appealing for new powerto the people. IH, how- 
ever, our friends shall think differently, certainly T shall 
quiesce with satistaction; confiding that the good 
eur country will correct the evil of construction wher it 
shall produce ill effeets.°—4 Jeff. Cer. 2,3 


reception of Lou- 


then, (he continues 


the present case to set an 


! contess, 


} > 
eCxamMpie age 


sense of 


He considered the effect of such a construction to 
be to make the constitution mere blank paper. He 
was every few lines reverting to the topie of con- 
struction—‘still harping on my daughter.” But, if 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania was right, there 
was nothing in the clause to construe. The consti- 
tution said that Congress might admit new States 


into the Union; Texas was a new State; ergo, Con- 
gress might admit Texas into the Union. It wasa 
cana syllogism. But not so thought the great 


“C oryphens” of the democracy (to use an appella- 
tion which he himself was fond to use) who led the 
democratic party to victory In 1801. He held that 
this, instead of being a plain syllogism, which none 
coul ld doubt or deny, was a construction—a broad 
construction—a dangerous construction—such a 
construction as would make the powers of Congress 
“boundless.” 

In those days, when “the democracy” had so 
signally triumphed, he really did not know whether 
he had any right to claim to be of that school; but 
he had always himself supposed that he had been 
educated in the Jefferson school; certainly he was 
opposed to a latitudinous construction of the consti- 
tution. He had always been in the habit of allow- 


- onan 
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ing great force to the opinions of Mr. Jefferson. 
True, Mr. Jefferson was not a member of the con- 
vention of 1787, (nor was Mr. Nicholas:) he was 
then minister to France; but he tock the liveliest in- 
terest in the whole procedure in the formation of the 
constitution. This ( — in the constitution for the 
admission of new States S familiar to h 
now to us; 
him, for he 
orthodox 
Besides, he 


met. 


im as it is 
it was doul 
had the des 
| 


ly understood by 
being an 


tiess perfe 
served character of 
and able expounder of the 
had Mr. Madison at in the cab- 
And of there was anything which evinced hi 
profound conviction that this clause did 
the admission of 


Instruinent. 
' 
his side 


hot cover 


Louisiana, it was his very sienifi- 
might be cot through 
silently as possible. He thought that the 
vast importance of the warranted a tem- 
porary stre tehing of the constitution; 
tutional sin must have an act of amne sty passed by 
the people lo cover lt Over: 


cant request that the maiter 
with ius 


AeauUISIliOn 


but this consti- 





Evtract of aletter from Mr. Jeflerson to Mir. Breckenridge. 
’ VION TICREL Auc. 12, 1805. 

‘The constitution has made no 4 ision for our holding 
foreion territory, still less for ince » foreign natio 
io ¢ Uni Phe executive, in se ge the fugitive o< 
cl ews Omen \ es the good of the country 
have done an act beuond the constitution Phe legislature, in 
casting behind tl n metaphysi L subtleties and risking 
themselves like hiul ser ts. i t ratily and pay for it 
and throw th é thre “¢ try for de « for the 
lhe ‘ e ok WwW t! “ ld iuve one lor 
themselves had they be i is ation to » it Jeter 
sun's Writir 3.) 2-13 

Let gentlemen pursut their doctrine toits conse- 


quences. If Congress could annex ‘Texas, it could 
aunex apy other foreign territory. ‘They were 
venturing on dangerous ground, and it ati he- 


uba, she 
the assent a the 


neath their feet. If Texas, why not C 
came demanding sibaetaeaaee with 
Spanish Government? 
[Mr. Bucwanan. I wish 
The gentleman said he 
and while annexing 
wry of strengthening 


she would. ] 
wished she would. Yes, 
Texas and admitting Cuba by 
the interests of slavery, what 
were gentlemen doing in anothe 1 dire culonr There 
was St. Domingo not far off. If weannexed Texas 
and Cuba, and thus set prece dent after prece dent till 
practice had become a part of the constitution, by 
and by Hayti would beapplying in her turn. The 
South would be very indignant, and would oppose 
the admission; but would it be constitutional to ad- 
nut her? ‘To admit her by law? may ad- 
mit new States; Hayti is anew State; ergo Con- 
cress may admit in yti. How did this syllogism 
differ with tes often: if foreien States could be ad- 
mitted by tre ity only, then to admit St. 


Conzress 


Domingo 


would require a vote Jn two-thirds of the Senate: but 
if it could be done by law alone, then a fanatical ma- 
jority might, atany time they chanced to get even 


ascendency, admit Hayti—and she was 

would they get her out? Then there 
was another foreign oleae colony of Liberia. 
This was formed out of emancipated slaves of the 
United States and their offspring. A similar appli- 
cation might come next from Liberia, and how was 
the South to preventil? This would introduce into 


a te mporary 
in—and how 


the Senate men of a different color and of a different 
race; but what then? Would it not be constitution- 
al? Would northern gentlemen hear of rejecting 
people merely on accountof color? If we could ad- 


could we not admit’ 
But perhaps the doctrine of 

struction would awake from its slumbers; and 
though two applioants were equally foreign and 
equally independent, yeta strict construction would 
be applied to one while the widest and broadest 
construction was applied to the other. 

He mizht be told that these were extreme 
So they were; and he shoul ld have introduced 
them but for the sake of illustration; and they did 
illustrate the principle contended for, and showed 
plainly the extremity of the proposition contained 


mit white foreigners, 
eleners: 


black for- 


Strict cone- 


cases. 


not 


in the resolution from the House. If Cuba and 
Hayti and Liberia were received, we might soon 
have an application from China. We had had 
lately a brilliant mission to China, and had become 


acquainted with many things before unknown 
touching the "Celestial Empire—the land of flow- 
ers; very possibly we might become capti- 
vated by the beauty of their Jong tails and 
slanting eyes, and wish to have among us their 
ladies with little feet, (turnine to Mr. Bv- 


CHANAN.) [A laugh.] 
pire so large as China 


The annexation of an em- 
would, perhaps, go pretty 


far toward gr: wtifying our appe tite for acquisition of 


foreign territory. We might then go south on our 
own continent—annex Mexico, (this was already 
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threatened,) and annex Bogota, and Bolivia, and 

Peru, and Chih, till at leneth we took in Patagonia. 
, 

We were told by geographers that the 


pe ople of 
Patagonia were 


cannibals, or, in other words, man- 


eaters. Ve ry we Hs af they were, it might probably 
exert a conservative influence on the | ublic coun- 
cils; and the annuneiation from the Chair of “the 
senator from Patagonia,” rht well cause centle- 





men fo be extremely ord rly. {A | China 
only think of it!—the altima thule of the East! 
What a temptation! to have her in this Union! 
vhat a privilege! The glorious privilege of our 
constitution, that we could take in the world! Mr 
Jefferson said the power would be boundless rit 
would: it Was a glorious, ui nlimated, tilrmutable 
power to diffuse the blessines of our own free gov- 
ernment over the habitable globe. 

But, no; if the men of the good old thirteen—God 


bless them !—had dreamed that anything like this 
was to be the consequence of the ir act 
constitution, and that amid such a 
nations their little States were to be 
comparative size of a nutshel 
have trembled as they siened. 
There was oe urgument 
subject. At the time 
formed there were 


states wer 


in forming a 
mob of added 

reduced to the 
they might well 


which ap yhred to 
the constitution was 
thir- 
fora general 
id so strenuously had the 
t Mr. Madison — 


} 
Luis 
those who bel 


teen original 





system of government; 








objection been ured tha deemed it 
necessary to devote an entire number of the Feder- 
' s . > 1 
alist to its refutation. He denied the position; and 
such were his views 

\sthe natural limit of a democracy is that distance 
from the central point Which will just permit the most re 
mote citizens to asst mble as often as their put functions 
demand, and willinclude no greater number than ean join 
in those functions; so the natural limit of a republic is that 
distance from the centre which will barely allow the repre 
sentatives of the pe ple to mect so ottei as iv | n essary 


for the administration of public affairs.’ 

He then went on to estimate the erea of the United 
States, and argued to show that a Congress ‘9 
ern it was as Diet in 


LOVE 


wracticable a thing as a Ger- 











many, the asse¢ mbly of Notables in France, or as 
the Parliament in England. He then proceeds: 

A second observation to be made is, that tl nmediate 
object of the tederal constitution is to secnre the Union of 
the thirteen primitive States, which we know to be practi 
cable; and to add to them such other States as may «arise in 
their own boson or in their ueighburhoo which we 
cannot doubt to be equal ‘tical 1") irra ment 
that may be necessary for sé angles an i is of our 
territory which lie on our northwestern tront must be 
left to those Whom turther discoveries and experience will 


render more equal to the task.” 
“In their neighborhoods.” Yes; and it 
said that because Texas wa 


we might admit her by a 


had been 
ibor hood” 
bare majority. 


§$ Inour “‘neig 


Cit ritle- 





men contended that Mr. Madison, by thisexpression, 
intended to designate such neighbors as Louisiana, 
Canada, Mexico, and Texas. This Mr. M. thought 
could hardly be his meaning, because im the very 
next sentence he talked about “angles” and “frac- 
tions” of territory. He then wished to find an ar- 
gument to prove that the clause about the admission 
of new $ State slooked to States formed within our 
own national limits, and liad reference ouly to our 
own domestic institutions, this language of Mr. 

Madison would furnish one. He knew there were 
new States then about to arise In. the West; we had 
five Territories, besides other corners‘and fractions of 


itless referred. 


‘Territory, and to these he dou! 


There was another view, into which, however, he 


had not now time to enter at large. It was argued 
that we must admit ‘Texas in order to keep up an 
equilibriam among the States. But the whole con- 


federacy was of voluntary consent. (leven States 
had ratified it: North Carolina and Rhode Isl: 
still held out. They afterwards ca 
process of law, but by simply accepting vod ratify- 


e jn, not by 


ing the constitution. The only law in the case was 
the law extending the laws and jurisdiction of the 
United States over them. Whi ! r States 
_ all come in, the union of th ak rn States was 
completed by unanimous consent. Loutsiana and 
F lorida were afterwards intreduced by the treaty- 
making power. They assented to terms of 
union, not thereby supposing th forcien States 
were to be introduced to come m and disturb the 
equilibrium of the confederacy. Mr. M. did not 
call it “a partnership”—he preferred to denominate 
it an association of sovereign States. “The new 


States came into itin view of the existing balance 
of power. If that balance was to be utterly over- 
thrown by bringing in Tex cas and all South Ameri 
ea. and then all the rest of the elobe—for the prine!- 
1c uid the same—great difficulty might at- 


ple w 


ist) 
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tend the question as to what position the orizinal 
States would occupy. For himself he was fully 
satisfied with the territory we already posst ased. 
In the name of common sense, had not gentlemen 
got enough? Could any gentleman tell him—would 
his friend, the chairman of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, {[Mr. Woopspripce,|—how many 
lions of acres of public lands the United States 
had within their bounds? 
threatened that, after 


mil- 
now 
It had been already 
Texas, Mexico 


we added 


would come next. And so we were to advance till, 
at last, the astonished world was to behold ‘tan 
ocean-bound republic! When that result should 


have been realized, (and certain gentlemen seemed 


to think it not very far ahead,) our government 
would not be the same government formed by our 
ancestors. Was it not better te “let very well 


alone?” We had heard of ‘extending the bounda- 
ries of freedom.” Such was not the policy of our 
revolutionary fathers. Their 
action of this upon other governments was concern- 
ed, had been, instead of swallowing up surrounding 
States, that it should act on them by the force of ex- 
ample, and thus teach them to be free and happy. 
Mr. M. was satisfied with the government we had. 
Why alter i? Even if it were constitutional, why 
fill the community with heart-burnings’ If our glo- 
rious experiment had realized our expectations, why 
attempt to make it better? Was not the experience 
we already had sufficieat to guide us? Let us 
back upon our past history. 

Go back with me, sir, to that time when, in the 
midst of everything dark and discouraging, the free- 
dom which we now enjoy was born amidst the fierce 
strife of unequal arms. Pursue its trials to that 
other period, almost as gloomy, when our constitu- 
tion itself was brought forth among the throes of 
fast-approaching civil strife and confusion. From 
these times of agonizing hopes and fears pass to that 
subsequent career of a national success and happi- 
ness the most rapid and noble that were ever yet 
seen to arise under the influence of the forms of any 
human government, and let us inquire whether 
there can be any better guide for the future than the 
past, and whether true wisdom and patriotism do 
not consist in avoiding new systems of doubtful pol- 
icy, new theories of propagating our institutions, 
and new versions of the constitution? 

When the federal convention met at Philadelphia 
in 1787, to remodel the form of government then ex- 
isting, it was composed of delegates from the origi- 

Destitute of resources, with a 


obye ct, so far as the 


look 


nal thirteen States. 
limited commerce, enfeebled and almost extinguish- 
ed by the war, they numbered a population of no 
more than three millions and a half of souls. Un- 
der the auspices of a sound government, wisely ad- 
ministered, what a transformation was exhibited in 
the lapse of a few years! The nations of the earth 
looked with wonder on the unexampled progress of 
our institutions. Nursed in the lap of the magnifi- 
cent and boundless wilderness of the New World, a 
freé and mighty nation had as suddenly sprung up 
as if the voice of Omnipotence had spoken it into 
existence. Transcending immeasurably all the rules 
by which the progress of nations is estimated, ex- 
ceeding the anticipations of the most sanguine friends 
of free government everywhere, it might almost 
be said that there was scarce a moment of time 
between the infancy and maturity of our repub- 
lic. We read in the fabulous history of antiquity 
that the daughter of Jupiter sprung, full-grown, 
from the brain of her ancestor. Scarcely less extra- 
ordinary were the birth and maturity of the United 
States. No sooner was the constitution formed, 
and with her first breath of national existence, 
the goddess of American liberty (if | may be par- 
doned the figure) threw herself at one cometinds the 
arena of the nations, with all her gigantic energies 
strung for the race of national greatness and glory. 
Born free—free as the breezes that play on the sum- 
mits of her native mountains—yet freedom was not 
her only title to the respect and admiration of man- 
kind. She was brave and strong as well as free. 
In the day of her beautiful and smiling infancy, she 
seized, with the grasp of Hercules, the throat of 
the serpent that had entered her cradle to devour 
her, and dashed the strangled monster indignantly 
from her. But she was wise as well as strong. 
She received her lesscns of political wisdom and of 
national policy from sages and from statesmen than 
whom the annals of the world furnish no brighter 
nor more illustrious examples. One of those les- 
sons—early inculcated, deeply and strongly im- 
wressed—was to revere the constituuion; to presery e 
its landmarks unimpaired; to guard it with more 


! 
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than vestal vigilance from violence or perversion; 
and, especially, that those “‘who are intrusted with 
the administration of the government should con- 
fine themselves within their respective constitution. 
al sphere Ss. avoiding, in the exercise of the powers 
of one department, to encroach upon another.” 
Another was, ‘“‘to observe justice and good faith 
toward all nations, and to cultivate peace and har- 
mony with all.” Anda third was intended to guard 
us against the dange r “of characterizing parties by 
geographical discriminations—northern and south- 
ern—atlantic and southern—whence designing men 
may endeavor to excite a belief that there isa real 
difference of local interests and views.’ 

If, by the observance of the maxims which these 
lessons inculcate, we have attained our present en- 
viable and commanding position among the nations 
of the earth, may it not be hoped that a persever- 
in the same policy may be attended by the 
same results 

But there was still another and no less impres- 
It was to take care of the Union. 
habitual, and immovable attach- 
to accustom ourselves to think and speak of it 
ium of our political cafety and prosperity; to 
preservation with jealous anxiety; to discounte- 
nance whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can, 
in any event bandoned, and to frown on the first dawn- 
ing ol every attempt to any portion of our country 

t 1 enteeble the sacred ties that now link to- 


fiom the vest, al é 


gether the various parts ” 


Sir, (said Mr. M.,) these admonitions of the ven- 
erated Father of his Country, [| lament to have to 
to say, are notentirely inapplicable to the discussion 
of the great question now before the Senate. I fear 
that events are rapidly tending to make parties take 
the character of geographical distinctions. I deeply 
apprehend that the violence of the conflict of opinion 
and of interest, to which the agitation of this ques- 
tion may give rise, may “alienate portions of our 
country from the rest, and enfeeble the ties that bind 
the people of this Union together.” I will not say— 
I scarcely dare say—in this distinguished assembly 
of representatives of sovereign States, that the Union 
itself will be endangered. 1 would rather say, in the 
spirit of a generous patriotism, ‘“‘Procul, procul, esle 
profant.” 

The Union, Mr. President, the Union! Who does 
not know how much is wrapped up in the compre- 
hensive import of that single term? It comprises all 
that is dear to us in the memory of our ancestors; 
all that is illustrious in the history of their deeds; 
all our hopes, and all our interests, and all our pros- 
pects, and the hopes and the interests of generatians 
tocome. Higher obligations are imposed on us to 
preserve it than ever before devolved on any people 
under the sun. On us—on us—on the Senate of the 
United States, the peculiar representatives of the 
States of the Union, devolves the heaviest of all 
responsibility. 1 say nothing of the benefits we 
have already derived from it; I say nothing of the 
blessings stl in store for us; but the consequences— 
the consequences! Who can look forward to the 
consequences of separation and disunion, unawed 
by the thought? Now, while | address you, we 
are one people; free, happy, prosperous, and inde- 
pendent. Now, while 1 address you, a common liga- 
ment binds us together; a constitution which throws 
its broad and ample arms around six and twenty 
confederate sister republics, and encloses them all 
together in one fond, parental embrace. Now, 
while Laddress you, we have it fully in our power 
to consummate the objects of that sublime errand of 
humanity and freedom on which, we have hoped, 
the people of the United States have been sent. But 
when that awful event to which I have referred shall 
come, (which may God in his infinite mercy avert)— 
after that agonizing dislocation of the members of 
this confederacy which no human power can _ re- 
store—after the overshadowing of the brightest 
prospects that ever beamed upon a people associated 
for political ends,—what, I ask you, what is to be- 
fallus? Here is our country, with its twenty mil- 
lions of people, with its free constitution, teeming 
with the blessings of liberty and law. There— 
there, if the evert | have alluded to should happen— 
there will be our country, shorn of its constitution— 
shattered into fragments—berefi of its strength—its 
peace destroyed—its fields depopulated and drench- 
ed, it may be, with fraternal blood. ‘Look on this 
picture and on this; and let the American patriot 
contemplate it if he can. I turn with pleasure from 
so gloomy a picture of the possible future condition 
of my country. It is my fortune to cherish higher 
and better hopes. ‘The maintenance of the national 
independence is a cause common and dear to the 
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heart of every descendant from the blood of the rev- 
olution. To the people of these States, and to this 
illustrious body im the last resort, as the great con- 
stitutional safeguard of the Union, are confided the 
high trust, never before so fully and unreservedly 
committed to men, of preserving the liberties of the 
human race. Here in this hall the last battle is to 
be fought. On this continent of Anglo-Saxon 
America the last experiment is to be tested of the 
capacity of man to govern himself. ‘The free States 
of antiquity live only in the records of human events. 
The descendants of Epaminondas, of Miltiades, of 
Leonidas, 


‘Wield the slavish sickle, not the sword.” 





Rome, after corrupting the purity of her primitive 
Institutions, became ambitious, next omnipotent, 
then luxurious, and at last perished under the 
weight of her provincial acquisitions. 

“Sevior armis, 

Luxuria incubuit, vietumque ulcisitur orbem.” 
Sir, (said Mr. M.) if it be true that history is philo- 
sophy teaching by example, the people of the United 
States will vindicate their wisdom by reading aright 
the lessons to be derived from the fate of all other 
republics. For myself, I have full confidence that 
they will. I am one of those who think that the 
federal constitution is still strong in the affections of 
the people who made it. But I do not believe that 
by the ties of interest alone it can be cemented and 
held together. No; but by the strength of far higher 
and holier ties—by those of acommon ancestry and 
a kindred blood; by the inspiring reminiscences of 
heroic sacrifices in the one great cause of freedom 
and independence; by enlarged considerations of na- 
tional policy, as distinguished from the policy of par- 
ticular States; by a magnanimous forbearance of im- 
puted wrongs; by a generous spirit of mutual con- 
cession and compromise; by an elevated patriotism, 
which regards the good of the greater number; and, 
lastly, and above all, by an unshaken devotion to 
the constitution. 

These are the enduring bonds of the American 
Union, and they alone can preserve it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN obtained the floor, and on his 
metion— 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 13, 1845. 
The journal having been read, 
IOWA AND FLORIDA. 

Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS submitted a resolution 
that all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
bill providing for the admission of Florida and lowa 
into the Union be suspended in two hours after the 
same shall have been taken up in Committee of the 
Whole. Mr. D. called for the previous question on 
this resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay it on the table, and 
called for the yeasand nays; which were ordered. 

[A message was received from the Senate stating 
that they had concurred in the joint resolution for 
the appointment of a joint committee to wait on 
James K. Polk, the President elect, and George M. 
Dallas, the Vice President elect, and inform them of 
their election to serve for four years after the 4th of 
March next; and that the Senate had appointed the 
Hon. R. J. Waker, of Mississippi, the committee 
on their part. The Speaker then appointed the 
Hon. Epmunp Burke, of New Hampshire, and the 
Hon. Lixn Boyp, of Kentucky, the committee on 
the part of the House. | 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved a call of the House: 
rejected. 

The question was then taken, wend decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 50; nays 94. 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House, and under the operation the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HAMMETT desired to present a memorial 
from Vicksburg for the reduction of postage, in or- 
der that it might be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

{Cries of ‘‘present it under the rule.’ 

The SPEAKER said it could only be received by 
general consent. 

Objections were made; and therefore it was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. HENLEY obtained permission to present 
some reports from the Committee on Patents; and 
they were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

ADMISSION OF FLORIDA AND IOWA, 
On the motion of Mr PETTIT, the House re- 
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solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. J. W. Davis in the chair, ) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill for the ad- 
mission of Florida and Iowa into the Union. The 
pending amendment was that offered by the gentle- 
man from Maine, [Mr. Morss,] as follows: 


“Provided, however, That so far as relates to Florida this 
act shall not take effect until after a convention of dele- 
gates, elected by the qualified voters of Florida, shall have 
so altered the constitution adopted by the convention of 
delegates on the llth January, 1839, as to strike from arti- 
cle 16th in said coustitution the _ and third sections, in 
the following words, namely: ‘Sec. Ist. The general assem- 
bly shall have no power to pass laws forthe emancipation 
of slaves.’ ‘Sec. 3d. The general assembly shall have pow- 
er to pass laws to prevent free negroes, mulattoes, or other 
persons of color trom immigrating to this State, or trom be- 
ing discharged from on board any vessel inany of the ports 


of Florida” And nothing contained in the same, in sub- 
stance or principle, shall be inserted in place thereof, or in 
any other parts of said constitution. As soon as the altera- 


tions herein required shall have been made, and proot there- 
of laid before the President of the United States, he shall an- 
nounce the same by proclamation, and thereupon, and with 
out any further proceedings on the part of Congress, the ad- 
mission of said State of Florida into the Union as one of the 
United States of America shall be considered as complete.” 


Mr. BAYLY, after a few introductory remarks, 
asked what was the proposition before the commit- 
tee, and whence did it come? There was in the 14th 
article of the constitution of Florida a provision 
(which he read) which took from the general as- 
sembly of Florida the power to pass laws for the 
emancipation of slaves, and prohibited the immigra- 
tion of free blacks. Now he had always understood 
that it was universally admatted in this c ountry—by 
the republican party at least—that the people of 
every State had the right to form their own govern- 
ment, and to model their own constitution so as 
to suit their own interests and views, without the 
the interference or dictation of any person what- 
ever. But here came a proposition from the ex- 
treme northern portion of this Union to remodel 
the form of government which the people of Florida 
had adopted for themselves—a proposition which, 
on its very face, assumed that the people of Florida 
were not able to judge what form of constitution 
was best adapted for them. No; but they must be 
indebted for its provisions to the wisdom of the 
gentleman from Maine. Yes, a gentleman, too, 
who was not very remarkable for his statesmanship. 
A gentleman from the extreme northeastern part of 
Maine undertook to say— 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and called the gentle- 
man from Virginia to order. 


The CHAIRMAN desired the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to state his point of order. 

Mr. ADAMS said he objected to the reflection 
which the gentleman from Virginia had made on the 
centleman from Maine; that remark was entirely 
out of order, and he called upon the Chair to keep 
order in that respect; it was the duty of the Chair to 
do so. 

Mr. WELLER conceived that if was not out of 
order to say that aman was not distinguished for 
his statesmanship. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would not use such lan- 
guage to the gentleman from Ohio; and he apprehend- 
ed that gentleman would deem it an insult, if it 
were a splied to himself. 

Mr. WELLER said he doubted if the expres- 
sion would not apply to many gentlemen on that 
floor—to the gentleman from Massachusetts even. 

The CHAIRMAN made some remark, which 
was understood to be an intimation to the gentleman 
from Virginia, that his remark was not in order. 

Mr. BAYLY said he was not in the habit of be- 
ing discourteous. It did not suit his taste or his 
sense of duty; and when he spoke of the gentleman 
from Maine not being distinguished for his states- 
manship, he was prompted to do it by the arro- 
gance which led a representative from one extreme 
portion of the Union to undertake to dictate to the 
people of the other the form or system of govern- 
ment which they should adopt. But he was sur- 
prised that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
should object to the use of such language; for no 
member on that floor more freely indulged in the 
use of epithets and unsparing denunciation. He 
would not, however, be diverted from his argu- 
ment. 

Here, then, was an unblushing attempt made by 
a citizen of Maine, who had, pees never set 
his foot on the soil of Florida, by which he under- 
took to dictate to the people of Florida what should 
be their form of government—a proposition which 
he said again was a bold assumption of superiority 
on the part of the gentleman from Maine, which 





was, to say the least, neither more nor less than un- 
qualified arrogance. 

But let them look at the provisions of the consti- 
tution of Florida, and see what they were; and let 
him inquire what it was that had produc ed a neces- 
sity for their appearance in that constitution. The 
first provision said that the legislature of Florida 
should have no power to emanc ipate the slaves in 
that State. Did it do what the gentleman from 
Maine seemed to suppose it did—put it out of the 
power of the people of Florida to emancipate their 
slaves, if it suited their views? No such thing. They 
knew that the people of every State had the right to 
change their constitution w hi never they pleased; and 
they also knew that every State of the U nion, with- 
outa solitary exception, had exercised that right; 
and so, whenever the people of Florida desired to 
change their constitution, 1t would be competent for 
them to do so; and the effect of this provision in the 
constitution of Florida would only have the ef- 


fect of providing that a = body, 
annually chosen, should not have the pow- 
er of remodeling the social institutions and the 


most important institutions of that State. It did no 
more than make provision for the prevention of hasty 
lezislation of the most vital character. Similar pro- 
visions had been made in the constitutions of other 
States; and some had even provided by an amend- 
ment of their constitution against legislation for con- 
tracting debts, without going through the solemn form 
of an appeal to the people, such as Was re quired for an 
amendment of their constitutions. But when Flori- 
da came here asking for admission into the Union, 
with a provision in her constitution which provided 
that a mere temporary legislature should not have 
power to uproot her whole system, the gentleman 
from Maine objected. ‘The constitution of Florida, 
like other States, might be changed whenever the 
people of Florida desired it; and this provision to 
wie h the gentleman from Maine objected, did no- 
thing more than say that it should not be done with- 
out the submission of the solemn question to the 
people, of an amendment of the constitution. That 
was its effect. And now look at the other, which it 
was proposed to strike out. It proposed to prevent 
the immigration of free negroes; and he maintained 
that the people of F lorida. had aright to judge of 
that question for themselves, though he was of opin- 
ion that the provision was unnecessary, for reasons 
which hestated. He said the power of preventing 
the immigration of free negroes had been exercised 
in several States, slave as well as free. Amongst the 
free States, he mentioned that Ohio had exercised 
that power; and should Florida have her constitu- 
tion mutilated and tampered with because some gen- 
tlemen from the extreme East thought they under- 
stood what policy she required, and what regulations 
were necessary for her, better than the people of 
Florida did themselves? Those eastern gentlemen 
could see no danger in the immigration of free ne- 
groes, but the people of Floridaentertained a dif- 
ferent opinion. But why were such provisions 
necessary? Why had South Carolina, Alabama, 
and Louisiana been compelled to expel from their 
borders abolition emissaries of the North? Why, 
he again asked, was all this legislation necessary? 
The South well knew the reason, and the North 
ought to know the reason. This system of legisla- 
tion had been forced on them by the traitorous azi- 
tations of the abolition question in the North, and 
in this House. They had been compelled to do it 
for their own security, and the preservation of their 
peace, and the quiet of society. They had been 
driven to do this by the agitation of gentlemen on a 
subject with which they had nothing to do—with 
which they themselves declared they had nothing to 
do. ‘True, while they were making these declara- 
tions, their citizens were, in a most singular man- 
ner, giving them the contradiction, for they were 
eternally meddling with it; and their eternal agita- 
tion of it had forced the southern States to adopt 
this sort of legislation of which they complained, af- 
ter they had been the moving cause to it. Why, 
there could not even be a proposition brought before 
this House from the Indian Committee, in reference 
to a privateclaim, but some gentlemen found out 
that it had some connection with slavery, and the 
question was immediately brought before the House 
for agitation. Gentlemen from the North had told 
them again and again that they were for abiding by 
the constitution; “they s said southern rights were 
guarantied by the constitution, and they would not 
interfere with them; but there was scarcely a north- 
ern State that had not passed laws which virtuall 

repealed provisions of the constitution. Connecti- 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 









283 


cut and New York had puton their statute books 
provisions which virtually repealed that provision 
of the constitution which guarantied to the southern 
States the recapture of these fugitive slaves, and 
there they remained, notwithstanding the remon- 
Stances in the case—at New York, even of her gov- 
ernor. 

Mr. RATHBUN said the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was mistaken with regard to New York; that 
law having been repealed, there was 
law on the statute —- of New York. 

Mr. BAYLY replied that he was better imformed 
on that subject than the gentleman from New York 
himself; and he (Mr. B.) would therefore give that 
rentieman some information in relation toit. Un- 
der the administration of Governor Seward that 
law was enacted, and it remaimed until Governor 
3ouck succeeded to the governorship, when he pro- 
nounced it unconstitutional; and it had been so de- 
clared by the supreme court of New York and of 
the United States; but notwithstanding, (and he 
would tell the gentleman from New York that he 
was not mistaken when he said so,) it was on the 
statute book until this hour, unless it had been re- 
pealed during this session of the State legislature. 

Mr. RATHBUN said he was bound to tell the 
gentleman that that law was repealed by the legisla- 
ture to which the remonstrance of Governor Bouck 
was made. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed. He said he knew he was 
not mistaken. He was in the legislature of Virgin- 
ia that passed the inspection law, and was chairman 
of the committee from which it was reported, and 
he knew the facets of the case to be these: In 1842 
the Senate of the New York legislature passed a bill 
to repeal that law, but it failed in the assembly. At 
the subsequent session, on the recommendation of 
Gov. Bouck, it passed the lower House, but it wes 
then lost in the Senate; and on that subject the le- 
gislature of New York never did come up to the 
recommendation of the governor of that State. It 
was first lost in one House and then in the other; 
and thus they played fast and loose, leaving the act 
on the statute book to this day. It never had been 
repealed—he wished it had—and Virginia had, in 
consequence, been compelled to resort to protective 
measures against It. 

He then made some other observations in relation 
to the origin of these acts of legislation by the north- 
ern States. He said they were recommended b 
the abolition societies of the North, and they walk 
their cue from the World’s Convention, and the 
abolitionists of England, into whose hands the aboli- 
tlonists of the East and the North were thus play- 
ing; they were playing, too, into the hands of Great 
Britain, whose policy it had been from the begin- 
ning to the end to break down this Union, which 
was her most formidable rival. 

Why was it that this subject was dragged here on 
every occasion? Why was this amendment now 
offered? The constitution of Florida takes no pow- 
er from the people of that State; it only provided 
agaia~st hasty legislation. The people, when 
they pleased to act, could emancipate their 
slaves; but that hour would never come in 
any of the southern States, as long as this violent 
and traitorous agitation was kept up. He knew in 
his own State the whole current of public opinion 
had been changed. Once there was a large portion 
of Virginia in favor of gradual emancipation; but 
now there was not a man that dared to avow such a 
sentiment. From the county which he represented, 
not ten years ago a member voted for gradual eman- 
cipation and it was not objected to by his constitu- 
ents; but there was no member now who wouli 
dare to give such a vote; for if he did the constit- 
uents would scal his fate, and never send him to 
represent them again. 

Everywhere the effect of this agitation had been 
to make the condition of the slave wors At the 
same time that the master was undone, the slave was 
made miserable; and all this was done by the pro- 
fessed friends of the slaves, who were in fact their 
worst enemies as they were regarded by the intelli- 
gent slaves of the South. But for mere party pur- 
poses—for the purpose of conciliating a few mad 
abolitionists who knew nothing about the matter, 
gentlemen were content to make the conditioa of 
the slave infinitely worse, and stir up feelings which 
ought never to prevail among the different members 
of ‘the same community. Such a course of action 
being continued, harmony never could remain; and 
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a state of things would be brought about which 
would make the hearts of patriots quail, as the re- 


sult of those who, while they professed a love for 
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the Union, were using their most energetic and direct 
efforts to destroy it. 


Mr. B. having concluded— 
Me. F. H. MORSE said that when he offered 


this amendment, it was not his purpose to discuss 1t; 


but he could not permit the extraordinary speech ot 


the gentleman from Virginia to pass W ithout some 

notice. The gentleman made the complaint that so 
, i q 

humble an individual as himself, (Mr. M.) not be- 


ing overmuch distinguished for his statesmanship, 
should assume to make any any subject. 
Mr. BAYLY explained that he had made nosuch 
He had only complained of the 
tleman meddling with a subject did not under- 
stand, and with which he had nothing to do. 

Mr. MORSE continued Well, that amounted to 
the same thing. The gentleman complained that he 
(Mr. M.) should have moved so important a mat- 
ter. That was tantamount to saying: “Gentlemen 
of the North, there are certain things you do not 
understand; therefore be silent; you have no right 
to interfere with them. There are some things be- 
this which you must not touch.” 
they must all be left to such distinguished 
the gentieman from Virginia. He 
pleaded guilty to one portion of the accusation of the 
rentleman; he was a humble man, but this did not 
deprive him of the rights of the representative of 
nearly 9) 000 free white men. He had not before 
understood that it was a part of the tenets of the 
modern “democracy” to make a distinction among 
the members on this floor; he took it that they all 
stood on the same ground here, and the day was far 
distant when any denunciations of that honorable 
gentleman should drive him from the ground he saw 
fit to take. 

Another complaint of the gentleman from Virgin- 
1a was, that he (Mr. M.) came from the extrem 
East. That was equally without foundation. He 
would ask the gentleman if a man’s rights on this 
floor were determined by the section of the country 
from which he came. : 
To relieve everybody else from the responsibility 
‘this proposition, he would say that he had not 
consulted with any single individual; he had offered 
it on his own views, and he had offered it, he would 
inform the gentleman from Florida, with “serious- 
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Mr. M. then proceeded, at some length, to reply 
to Mr. A. V Brown, Mr. Betser, and Mr. Bay y, 
and to argue the anti-republicanism of the provis- 
ions of the constitution of Florida, prohibiting 
foreign shipmasters from discharging colored sailors 
within that Territory, and prohibiting the le cislature 
of Florida from passing laws for the emancipation 
of slaves in that Territory. He also glanced at 
what he considered the general inexpediency of ad- 
mitting into the Union States with so small a popu- 
lation—Florida having, at the last 
28,000 citizens, not one-third of the number in his 
(Mr. M.’s) district. He deprecated the efforts that 
were made to enlist the authority and influence of 
the general government in defence and perpetuation 
of the system of slavery, as also the grasping dispo- 
sitions manifested 
tion of territory. 


census, only 


In certain quarters for the acquisi- 
From slavery, and from the con- 
tinued acquisition of territory, we were admonish- 
ed, by the history of all past republics, that we had 
more to fear than from any other cause. In the 
course of his remarks he yielded, for purposes of 
explanation, to Messrs. Burrand Bayty. 

Mr. RATHBUN rose merely to make an expla- 
nation in regard to the controversy between the ren- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] and himself, in 
reference to the law of New York. He 
examination of the statute, that he was 
that, although the act 
did not pass the upper 


found, on 
mistaken; 
passed the lower branch, it 
branch of the legislature of 
New York. He caused to be read a joint resolution 
of that legislature bearing on this subject, and 
eave other reasons which had led him into this mis- 
take. 

Mr. CLINGMAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK appealed to the gentleman to 
allow him to offer an amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN declined, remarking that he 
had but a few words to say. He briefly stated his 
opinion, that the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
Morse] had fallen into error in his construction of 
the word “republican,” and in his consequent ob- 
jections to the two provisions of the constitution of 
Florida, which he had areued. It seemed to him 
(Mr. C.) that they had nothing to do with either of 
these features, as now brousht up. The constitu- 
tion of Florida was a‘ 


‘republican’? constitution. in 


ae 
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the sense intended by the framers of the constitu- 
tion of the United States; it was not a monarchical 
one. He might object to some of the features of 
the constitution if he were called to vote directly 
upon them, but he wished to see the people left free 
to judge for themselves in the matter. 

Mr. LEVY obtained the floor, but yie ided, for 
explanation, to M DoroGLass 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he did not rise to go into 
a ai ul on of the lavery 4 estion, or the propriety 
of the various provision of the constitutions of Iowa 


and Florida. His object was merely to explain the 


unds uUupo y ch he snowuid re His 


vote. 


provisions of the 
for which he 


a member of a 





constitution of i , there were 


could not record his vote 
1 


for th 


provision 


sore 
, were he 
formation of constitution. 
Some of the of the Florida constitution 
sull objec tionable—positively obnox- 
ious—so much so, that he never could sanction and 
endorse them pyany vol -ofhis. Butdoes the bill be- 
he House re ql ire an endorsement and appro- 
val of each and every provision of those constitu- 
tions? Must member of the House endorse 
every article of those constity ‘The practicacal 
effect of sucha would be to exclude all new 
States from future. The great diver- 
crowing out of the variety of cli- 
prodnetions, pursuits r 


would preciude the h ype of procuring a general con- 


convention 


were more 


fore t 
each 
tions? 
rule 
the Union in 
sity of opinion, 


mate, soul, and rcrustoms, 
currence of sentiment in favor of ¢ very provision of 
any would require a restrict- 
ed suffrage, universal; some a_ distinction 
founded on property, others on color, cluzenship, 
and a great variety of qualifications to be found in the 
constitutions of the several States. The same difhi- 
culty would arise in regard to the tenure of office, 
slavery, and many other regulations and institutions 
peculiar to each State, and domestic in its character. 

Mr. D. had net time to go further into detail. 
Sufficient had been said to show thati it could never 
have entered into the minds of the framers of the 
constitution that Congress was to pass upon the 
propriety and expediency of each clause of the con- 
stitution of the new States. The people of each 
State are to form their constitution in their own way 
and in accordance with thetr own views, subject to 
me restriction only; and that was, it should be re- 


publican in its character. 


constitullon. Some 


+} 
otters 


That the constitutions of 
lowa and Florida prescribed a republican form of 
rovernment in the in which that term was 
used in the constitution of the United States, he en- 
tertained no doubt. Eve ry one of the objectionable 
features to it were to be found in the coiisiitutions 
of several of the present States of the Union. Old 
Virginia was supposed to be a republican State 
with a republican form of government; still he was 


sense 


informed that these same obnoxious provisions were 
to be found in her constitution, as well as in those 


of several other States. But merely because those 
objectionable features are incorporated into their 
constitutions—because some of the provisions are 
unwise, lmpolitic, and unsatisfactory, it by no 


means follows that the form of government itself is 


not republican. These constitutions do not es- 
tablish monarchics, nor aristocracies, nor any 
combinations of the two, nor any other known 
forms of government, except republican States. 
If they are not republics, they are nonde- 
scripts. But all the objections refer to 


regulations and institutions, local and domestic in 
their character. My. B. had doubts as to the power of 
Congress to reject a State, being now a part of the 
territory of the United States, merely on account of 
her peculiar domestic institutions. It was clear to 
his mind, that whenever a new State was admitted 
into the Union, it came in on an equal footing, in 
all respects, with the original States; and all attempts 
to deprive her of that equality, by act of Congress, 
was in derogation of the constitution of the United 
States, and consequently void. The several mem- 
bers of this confederacy stand upon an equal footing, 
possessed of the same powers and rights, and sub- 
Many 
of the northern States have, at different periods, as- 
serted and exercised the right of establishing and 
abolishing slavery, each for itself, without reference 
to the wishes of Congress or any other State. If the 
old States had this power, he could not discover 
how it could be denied to the new ones. When 
new States were admitted into the Union, they be- 
came sovereign in all respects whatever, except in 
those cases where the constitution of the United 
States had imposed restrictions. All attempts to 
impose tions and fetter of 





ject to the same conditions and restrictions. 


restric by act Congress. 
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were vain and nugatory. A man might as well at- 
tempt to impose restraints upon the free action of 
his son efter his arrival at full and lawful 
Congress to fetter the action of the Territories after 
their admission into the Union as States. 


age, as 


The father may bind the son during his minority; 
but the moment he attains his majority, his fetters 
are severed, and he ts free to regulate fh wniecen 


duct. So with the Territories; they are subject t 
the jurisdiction control of during 
their infancy, their minority; but when they attain 
their majority, and obtain admission into the Union, 
they are tree fr ynallrestraints and restrictions, ¢ xCcep 
; the of the United 
imposed upon ef and all the States. 

the will of her own 
Union without slavery, and with 


it 


and Congress 


States has 
lilinois, by 
people, came 2 the 


r consttution de- 


such as constitution 


frec to 


claring that slavery shall never exist. Stil! Mr. D 
contended that the people had the same right to 


change their constitution in regard to slavery, as 
those of any other State. Congress could not pre- 
a constitution to a State, nor deprive them 
of the power of changing their own, whenever they 
shall choose. 

Entertaining these views, Mr. D. intended to 
vote for the admission of Iowa and Florida; and he 
protested at the same time that such vote should not 
be considered as an approval of all the provisions 
of their constitutions. 

Mr. ADAMS (Mr. Levy still yielding the floo 
wished to ask the genilemah from Hilinois [Mi 
Dot GLASS] one question. Suppose the constituii! 
of Florida or lowa contained a provision that no 
citizen of Illinois should ever be admitted mito those 
States: would the gentleman vote for it 

Mr. DOUGLASS would say to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that such a provision would be 
null and void, for the reason that it would in deroga- 
tion of the constitution of the United States, and 
would be decided by every judicial tribunal to be of 
no force 

Mr. ADAMS. Would the gentleman vote for 1 

Mr. DOUGLASS would not vote for such a pro- 
vision, but would not care whether it was in the con- 
stitution or not, as it would bea nullity. Nullities 
had no terrors for him. 

Mr. ADAMS. That is precisely the case of the 
present provision, in its operation upon the citizens 
of Massachusetts, and other northern States. 

Mr. LEVY resumed. The gentleman 
Maine had convinced him that he was. serious, 
but had not convinced him that the amend- 
ment deserved to treated with seriousness 
What was the case presented by this amend- 
ment? The government of the United States, after 
receiving by treaty the transfer of a country inhabit- 
ed by a very considerable population, in favor of 
whose rights a provision had been made in that 
treaty for their admission into the Union on term 
of equality with the other States; after having dis- 
membered and distributed that territory; after hav- 
ing given to Alabama, M pi, and Louisiana, 
a large portion of the domain that belonged to that 
people, and thus cut off from them a great portion of 
the benefits they expected to derive from that nego- 
tiation; now, by the vote of yesterday, they were de- 
prived of the rights clearly recognised by that treaty. 
Now, after thus tyrannically and wrongtully re- 
ducing them to a condition inferior to what they 
have a right to demand, it was proposed to extend to 
them the further guardianship of the government by 
doing—what? By making them a constitution; as if 
they were not capable, and had not the right, to make 
one themselves. You not only propose, (said Mr. 
L.) to reduce their just relative weight in the con- 
federacy, but you propose to the freemen of Florida 
a constitution of your own making. Sir, (sad 
Mr. L.,) all this excess of kindness is utterly thrown 
away on apeople who are unwilling to receive it. 
The gentleman from Maine said he proposed by 
his amendment to do less than was done in 
the case of the State of Missouri. The geitle- 
man either did not read as he did, or did not con- 
strue the résolution declaring the 
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admission of 
Missouri into the Union with the same understand- 
ing as his. Inthe case of Missouri, what was done? 
He spoke not of the compromise act by which 
the limits of slavehloding and non-slaveholding 
States were defined, but of the resolution declaring 
the admission of Missouri into the Union as a State. 
That resolution did not require that the new State 
should hold a convention to repeal her constitution 
No; it did no more than give construction to a 
clause of the constitution of the United States—tlhic 
same construction that would be given by the Su- 







preme Court, and t same construction that would 
be given by the aa of Missouri. What was it 
Why, that nothing in the constitution of Missour 
should be construed as depriving the citizens of other 
States of an equal participation in the rights of citi- 
zens of Missouri. 

He said the gentleman went further than Con- 
gress had ever gone before; and, in illustration, he 
referred to the proceedings on the admission of Ar- 
kansas into the Union, and the conduct of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] thereon. 
Then the identical movement was made that had 
now been made in reference to Florida. He 
he was sorry to be compelled te eonclude that there 
were gentlemen on that floor, who, according to his 
understanding, were willing to violate the constitu- 
tion of the United States, the solemn obligations of 
treaties, and the oaths which they had taken for the 
gratification of a wild spiritof fanaticism. To such 
gentlemen he did not address himself; for any thing 
he could say to them would be words thrown to 
the winds. He addressed himself only tosuch as 
those who desired rightly to discharge their duties, 
und to payadue regard to the obligations which 
they owed to the people. He then proceeded to 

how, first, the identity of the attempt now made 
with that made when Arkansas came into the 
Union; which, however, met with but little favor 
then, notwithstanding the ability with which it was 
adveecated, for it received but 32 votes in its favor, 
while 98 voted against it. The honorable gentle- 
man here read various extracts to support the posi- 


said 


tions he assumed, and commented on them as he 
proceeded. Je then qnote d the treaty by whieh 
Mlorida wa acquired, to show that they had 


the right to ask to be admitted into the Union 


with all the rights, privileges, and immunities of 
other States. 
Mr. ADAMS remarked; yes, aceordine to the 


principles of the constitution of the United States. 
Mr. LEVY admitted that they must come 
in according to the principles of the constitu- 
tion of the United States, because it would not 
be in the power of this government to override 
the constitution. He knew they could not be ad- 
mitted but in accordance with the principles of the 
constitution; but what were those principles? Per- 
fect equality amongst the States was recognised in 


all of them; and if Florida comes into the Union, 
she must come in with her sovereignty unshorn of 
any ofits attributes. Did not the gentleman from 


Massachusetts know, learned as he is in all the his- 
torical and political lore of the country, that this 
very question of equality was one of the very ques- 
tions which agitated and divided the counsels of 
the convention which formed the constitution of the 
Uniten States? In that convention it was proposed 
that the new States to he formed out of the western 
territory should come in with conditions to be pre- 
seribed by the Atlantic State s, Which were in dread 
of the growing power of the West. That ques- 
tion was debated in the convention, and afterwards 
it was decided that all new States should 
onterms of equality. The honorable gentleman 
read extracts from the debates in the convention 
at that time on the subject to which he referred. 

He proceeded, after some other observations, to 
that point which he deemed alone pending—admis- 
sion or rejection; and he remarked that it was a na- 
ked substantive power, which each gentleman 
would exercise on his own responsibility, and under 
the moral obligations which attached to him. He 
characterized the attempt to impose conditions as a 
inanifestation of the old spirit, which would have 
made these confederated States stand in the relation 
to each other of master and subject. All, he con- 
tended, that could be here required was, that Flori- 
da should have a republican constitution and a re- 
publican form ofgovernment. And \ hat was a repub- 
lican form of government: In reply to this question 
he quoted troi works of Webster the 
rapher, from the Federalist, and other 
thority. All, he said, that was here required to con- 
stitute their government republican, was that it 
should emanate from the people. 

He commented at creat length on this 
the subject, and on the attempt to interfere with the 
domestic institutions of Florida. What, he asked, 
did their constitution provide? Did it provide that 
the citizens of free States should not come there to 
settle? No; but that persons that were dangerous 
as elements in their society, should not come to re- 
main among them, nor be discharged from vessels 
And he asked if they should be compelled to receive 
into their bosom those who would destroy their 


come In 


ii the lexicov- 


works of au- 


branch of 


| 
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Why, this very provision of their 
tion had been rendered necessary by the 
and doings of the fanatics of the North. 

his possession an address—to whom? 
of the South. And issued by whom? 


peace? consutu- 
very acts 
He had in 
To the slaves 
By northern 


men. In this address they were informed that 
those who could not read would have it read to 
them by those who could. The honorable centle- 


man commented on this attempt to incite their slaves 
to insurrection at considerable Jength. He then 
commented on the speech of the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. W. Hunt jin which that gentleman 
objected to the admission of Florida cround 
that she had not the te population To this 
the gentleman from in his re- 
ply show upon them of the 
Savage war lh whi hy the y were so lon F engage d. 
Lie said now, however, that they could 
peace and security, their population was rapidly in- 
creasing. He also noticed some made by 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] on the 
subject of a balance of power between 
tions of this Un 


on the 
requis 
I: lorid tL reper d, and 
ed the disastrous effect 
dwell in 


. arke 
remarns 


certain 3ec- 
ion. 





Mr. R.SMITH submitted the following amend- 
ment to the amendment of Mr. Morse: 

Provided, That whenever it shall ippear that the covern- 
ment have received from the salesof the lands within the 
prescribe ilimits of the States of lowa and FI 
amount of the original cost (or probable cost) of 
lands, together with the expenses of irveying a 
the same, then all such unsold lands shali be 
are, declared to belong to the said States of lowaand 
to be managed and disposed of as the legislature 





shall deem just and proper 


On taking the question, thus amendment was re- 
jected ; 

The ques won recurring on Mr. Morss oli nd- 
ment, 


Mr. E. J. BLACK offered an amendment providing 


that lowa shall not be admitted into the Union until 
a convention of that State shall report the clause of 


her constitution proh ibitiy ig slavery; whereupon the 


President shall, by proclamation, announce the ad- 
mission of said State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the other States. Mr. B. said, that 


although he would vote to tack that 


the amendment, he would not vote for the 
ment even if amended. 

On taking the question, this amendment was also 
rejected. 


amendment to 


amend- 


The question was then taken on Mr. Morse’s 
amendment by tellers, and it was rejected, ayes 


79, noes 87. 

Mr. P. KING offered an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause 
vhich provided for the lowa, but left 
out Florida. He said his object was to separate the 
vo propositions, and take the question on Towa 
and Florida separately. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN raised the question of order. 
It was notin order to 
matter, and the amendment contained 
which was already inthe bill, as, 
clause relating to boundary. 

Mr. LEVY said the object appeared to be to let 

Lowa, and exclude Florida 

Mr. DROMGOOLE would inquire of the gentle- 
man from New York, {[Mr. [une,] as he stated his 
object to be to eparate the two proposition 3, if he 
was willing to let 
first. 

Mr. P. KING'S reply was not heard. 

Mr. JAMESON said that 
posed to strike out all after the enacting clause, and 
admitted Iowa, he wished to know what wi 
come of Florida. 

Mr. SAUNDERS inquired of the gentleman if 
he had another amendment prepared in relation to 


Flori da. 


out 
sand insert a substitute, 


admission of 


strike out and insert the same 
matter which 


for instance, the 


the question be taken on Florida 


as this amendment pro- 


is to be- 


Mr. P. KING v8 that that he 
i hi id time to prepare if. 

DROMGO«t L ko > proposiuon then was 
to po oh lowa, and exclude F loridn. 

‘The question was then taken by tellers on the 
idment of Mr. P. Kine, and decided 
ative—ayes 57, noes 39). 

Mr. BRINKERHOOF inguired w hether any 
in the bill, as amended, for 
the concurrent jurisdiction of Iowa over the waters 


had not. Tfe had 


' 
said t 
cme 


In the necv- 


provision had been made 


which separated her from the adjoining States. 
Chis was in the original bill, aud he would submit to 
the committee that it was highly important that it 


should be included. 

Mr. LEVY said that there was a supplemental 
bill, which would embrace that object. 

Mr. MORSE submitted the following amendment; 















which was copied from the bill admitting Missouri 


into the Union. 


Provided, That Florida shall be adinifted into 
this Union on an equal footing with the original States in all 
respects whatever, upon the fundamental condition that the 
third clause of the 16th article of the constitution submitted 
on the part of said Territory to Congress shall never be con 
strued to authorize the passage of any law, and that no law 
shall be passed in conformity thereto, by which any citizen 
of either of the States of this Union shall be excluded from 
the enjoyment of any of the privile ges and immunities to 
which such citizen is entitled under the constitution of the 
Unit 1 States: Provided further, That ” |e gislature of the 

iid ‘Territory, by a : soler mn public act, pt ill declare the as 
sent of the said Territ ry to the said a imental condition 


and shall transmit to the President of the United States, with 


y days after the close of the next session of the legis 
lature of sail Territory, an authenthie copy of the said act 
upon the receipt whereof the President, by proclamation 
all announce the fact; whereupon, and without any fur 
part of Congress, the admission o1 


ther proceeding on the 
the said State into this Union shall be considered 


let 


pre Lé 

Mr. LEVY desired the Clerk to read the act of the 
Missouri legislature responding to this condition in 
the act of Congress admitting her into the Union. 

Mr. HUDSON and others objected ; when 

Mr. BAYLY submitted it as an amendment to 
the amendment; and, after it was read, withdrew it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Morsr’s 
amendment, and it was decided in the negative, ayes 
4&, noes 75. ; 

Mr. .3. P. 
amendment: 

Add at the last 
following proviso: 


howeve, 


in forty 


ak com 


KENNEDY offered the following 


section, in relation to Iowa, the 


Provided, That the ordinance of the convention which 
the constitution of lowa, and which is appended to 

id constitution, shall be deemed and takento be of no et 
fect or validity, or in any manner he recognised us obliga 


tory upon the government of the United States 


Mr. A. V. BROWN begged leave to explain that 
this was a proposition of lowa to the government of 
the United States, and to which the Committee on 
Territories had given no response. ‘They were pre- 
paring a supplemental bill to embrace this and other 

cases. 

Mr. DUNCAN offered an amendment to correct 
a mistake in one of the amendments of Jast night in 
relation to the boundary of Iowa; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CARROLL offered an amendment providing 
that the President shall cause an enumeration to be 
made of the inhabitants of lowa and Florida: and 
that if it was found that either of said Territories had 
not a population equal to the present ratio of 
representation in the House of Representatives, it 
should not be admitted into the Union till the inhab- 
itants of said Territory should be equal to that num- 
ber. 


This amendment was rejected without ‘a di- 
vision. 
On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the commit- 


when 
previous ques- 
and the main question 


tee rose and reported the bill to the House; 
Mr. ©. JOHNSON moved the 

tion: which was seconded, 

ordered. 

The main question was first put on the first 
amendment in relation to the boundaries of lowa. 

The amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole were severally concurred in; and an agaend- 
ment offered in committee by Mr. Joun P. Kenne- 
py, was, at the solicitation of Mr. A. V. BROWN, 
received with unanimous assent. 

After some conversation in relation to the proviso 
toallow Florida, under certain circumstances, here- 
after to erect another State, to be called East Flori- 
da, which was stricken out by the Committee of the 
Whole, the question recurred on concurring with 
the committee in striking out that proviso. 

Mr. DICKEY called for the 


yeas and nay: 
thereon; and being ordered, they were taken, and 
resulted thus—yeas 123, nays 77: 

YF AS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack 
James Black, Brengle, Brinkerhofl, Brodhead, Jeremiah 
Biown, Buffington, Burke, Jeremiah k. Cary, Carroll 
Catlin, Chilton, Collamer, Cranston,Dana, Darragh, Richard 
D. Davis, Dean, Dickey Dillingham, Douglass, Drom 
goole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, bish, Flor 
ence, Foot, Foster Fuller, Giddings, Byram Green, Grin 
nell, Hale, Edward S. Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Hen 
ley, Herrick, Hhoge, Hubbell, Hndson, Hungerford, Wash- 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin 
Jenks, Perley B.Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Ker 
nedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard 
Lyon, MeCanslen, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, Mic- 
Dowell. Mellvaine, Marsh, Mathews, Edward J. Morris 
Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley Nes, New 
ton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Paterson, Pettit, Phoenix 
Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy 
tamsey, Rathbun, Reding, Ritter, Rockwell, Rodney, 
Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Schenck, Severance 


Thomas H. Seymour,Albert Smith, John ‘T. Smith, Thomas 




























































































































































































Smith, ¢ eb B. Smith, Robert Smith, John Stewart Alfred 
P. Stone Tilden, Tyler, Vance Vinton, Weller 
Wentwort ethere Benjamin White, Winthrop, Wil 
lam W gitit Joseph A. Wright and Yost 125 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe Barringer Bayly 
Belser, Edward J. Black, James A. Bla Blackwell 
Bower, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown William 
J. Brown, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Causin Reuben 
} apma | ippell Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Cobb, Coles 
(ross, Cullom, Daniel, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis 
awson, Deberry. Dellet, Ficklin French, Goggin, Grider, 
Hammett, Haralson, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Jameson, Andrew Joh George W Jones, Labranche 
Luca Lumpkin, MeConnell viceKay Isaac Fk Morse 
Payne, Peyton, Rayner, David S. Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts 
Saunders, Sente Simpson, Slidell, Steenrod, Stephens 
Stiles, Jurmne W Stone Summers Tay lor, Thomasson 
hor Tit t Tuckel john White, Woodward, 
and Yancey-—77 

So the amendment of the committee was concur- 
red in: 

The question then being on the engrossment of 
the bill fora third reading, was taken and decided 


in the affirmative without 
The | was read a third time by its title. 


a division. 


- COBB moved the pre vious question on its 

rt 
“Mr SAMPLE appealed to Mr. Coss to with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, in order 


to enable him to move to commit the bill with cer- 


tain instructions, which were read by the Clerk as 
follow 

To report se rate bills for the Imission of Florida and 
i rinto the | 1 as States, with the same boundaries 
for each as are contained in the present bill as amemded in 
(ommittee of the Whole; and inthe bill for the admission 
of Florida no provision shall be inserted tor the formation 
hereafter of two States out of her Territory 

Mr. COBB declining to withdraw, 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered. 

Mr. DICKEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were orde red. 


The question was taken, and decided in the affirm- 








ative—yeas 145, nays 46—as follows: 

de AS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson 
b ger, Bayly, Belser, bidlack, Edward J. Black, James 
Bla James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd 
LB nheshot Brodhead, A. V. Brown, Milton Brown, W. J 
Saar Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell Shepherd Cary, 
(ausin, Reuben Chapman, ©} ippell Chilton, Clinch, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dellet, Dillingham, 
Dougla Dromgoole, Duncan, Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, Fos- 
ter, French, Fuller, Goggin, Willis Green, Grider, Hale, 
Hammett, Haralson, Hardin, Hays Henley tlolmes, Hoge 
Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, James B. Hunt, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jameson, (ave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy 
Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon 
MeCauslen, Maclay, MeClelland, MeClernand, MeConnell 
MeDowell, MeKay ithews, Edward J. Morris, Joseph 
Morris, Isaac EK. Morse, Murpt Newton, Norris, Owen, 
Parmenter, Pay ne Peyt ux, Pollock, Emery D 
Potter, Pratt, Pm 1y David Reding, Relfe Khett 
Ritter Roberts, Kodney St John, Saunders 
Senter, T} H. Sey ons, Simpson, Slidell 
john T. S h, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, 
Stephens, St James W-. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong 
Summers, S ‘ Paslo Phon son, Thompson, Tibbatts 
Tucker Weelle \\ tworth Wethered, Jolin White 
Benjamin White, W iward, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey 
and Yost—1l45 

NAYS \ rs. Albbot Adan Laker, Barnard, Bren 
gle Buithi ton, f arroll, ¢ ston, Richard D. Davis De 
berry, Dickey | rem Foot, Giddings, Byram 
Green, Grinnell, Edward S. Hamlin, Harper, Hudson 
Washington Hunt, Irv: Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Pres 
ton hing. Daniel kins Vic iine, Marsh, Freeman H 
Nlorsé Vocele ter lish R. Potter Robinson 
Rockwell, Re sample, Schenck, Severance, David I 
Seymou Albert Sinith, Caleb B. Smith Filden, ‘Tyler 
Vance, Vinton, and Wintl | 16 Z 

Mr. SLIDELL moved the reconsideration of the 
vote on the p we of the bill; and on this de- 


mande d the previous question: 


which was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered, and being taken 


t 


was rejected 
So the bill was finally passed, 
REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 

Mi HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, on leave, reported back 
the bill from the Senate to reduce the rate s of post- 
age, to regulate the franking privilege, &e., and 
moved its reference tothe Committee of the Whole 


of the Union, with the recommendation 
on the Fost Office and Post Roads 


stituted therefor. 


on t] e stat 
‘ommiuttee 
House 


tion was ag 


that { 


Th hhh 


snl 


bill be 
rre ed to. 


POTOMAC BRIDGE. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved the reconsideration of 
the vote by which the bill to purchase the bridge 
across the eastern branch of the Potomac, and make 
ita free bridge, was laid on the table. He said he 
made the motionat the re quest of some of the friends 
of the bill, and to give them opt ortunity to offer 


oo 
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further facts in the case. He 
hould vote against the motion. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved the previous question. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, after some con- 
versation, the consideration of the subject was post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. BURKE, the joint resolution 
from the Senate for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to wait on the President and Vice President 
elect and inform them of their election was taken up 
and concurred in. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the 
but withdrew at the appeal of 

Mr. A. V. BROWN, who moved that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state ef the Union to take up bill No 44x. 

Mr. H. DODGE rose and said the Llouse would 
bear him witness that he had never been troublesome. 
There was one bill relating to his Territory, in the 

a of which he (Mr. D.) felt, as did a large 
and highly respectable portion of his constituents, 
a deep interest. He alluded to the bill for the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to 
connect them by a eanal. 

This bil, the Speaker would remember, had, b 
a mistake of ihe clerk, been acted upon in the House, 
on Tuesday, without having been considered in the 
Committee of the Whole. The clerk had discover- 
ed his mistake, and the Speaker had called the at- 
tention of the House to the subject. It was then re- 
referred to the committee, where it now was, and he 
earnestly besought the House, as this was the last 
day that there was any hope of obtaining action 
upon it, not to adjourn, but to give him a hearing. 
Here there was a general cry “we will.” 


himself, however, 


House adjourn, 


ssage 


Mr. D. then moved that the House resolve re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole. The 


motion prevailed, and Mr. Winrurop of Massachu- 
setts was called to the chair. 

Mr. D. moved that the committee proceed to the 
consideration of the House bill No. 448, entitled an 
“Act to grant a quantity of land t») aid in the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and 
to connect the same by a canal in the Territory of 
Wisconsin.” 

The bil having been read, 

Mr. DODGE said it was the same bill, and in the 
precise words that had passed the Senate at the last 
session. It was emphatically ofa national character, 
and one in which the government of the United 
States was more interested than were the people 

Territory of Wisconsin. Mr. D. said the pro- 
posed canal would form a line of intereommunica- 
tion between the Mississippi and the great lakes, 
and in time of war would be of incalculable benefit. 
It had been the carrying place between those waters 
for the last two centuries; and was a point for 
which nature had done so much that there was 
but litle left for man todo. The distance between 


the two rivers was but one mile anda quarter. In 
times of high water, the waters of the Wisconsin 
often flow over into those of the Fox. The work 


was entirely a practicable one, and would not cost 
more in, all probability, than the proceeds arising 
from the sales of the lands which the bill proposed 
to appropriate. 

The public documents of the House were full of 
reports and estimates from the competent and scien- 
tifi officers of the topographical] corps 

Mr. D. would refer members to them, and also to 
the able rey accompanying the bill. His friend 
from Missouri [Mr. Jameson] had investigated the 
and finding all the facts set forth in the 
Senate’s report of last year true, had adopted it as 
his own. 

Here Mr. D. called for the reading of the re- 
port,and said, in conclusion, that he hoped the bill 
would be reported to the House for its favorable ac- 
won. 

Mr. RATHBUN offered an amendment to strike 
out that part of the third section of the bill which 
provides that the United States engineers shall con- 
struct said canal under the direction of the War De- 
partment. 

Mr. DODGE resisted the amendment. He hoped 
it would be the pleasure of the House to pass the 

bill in ae form in which it had passed the Senate. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved an amendment, provi- 
ding that the land appropriated by the bill should be 
ti — from the 500,000 acres granted to the future 


ort 


subject, 


tate of Wisconsin by the act to distribute the sales 
of public lands, &c. 
Mr. DODGE op posed the amendment. He said 


he should regard its adoption as a great outrage. 
He would like to know of the honorable chairman 


_—————— 


of the Committee on Public Lands where he could 
find any precedent in the legislation of Congress for 
his amendment. Congress had pledged a donation of 
500,000 acres of land to the future State of Wiscon- 
sin, and he trusted that the selection of that land 
would be left to the legislature of the State. 

The bill was further debated by Mr. JAMESON, 


Mr. A. C. DODGE, Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, Mr. 
CAVE JOHNSON, and Mr. VINTON. It was 


not disposed of when the committee and re- 


ported progress, and 
The House adjourned. 


rose, 


The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. WOODWARD: The petition of Hugh Mathews 
of Sumte ‘ ey t, South Carolina, praying fora pension 

By Mr. ‘ARY: The petition of H. K. Lulljand 61 othe1 
inhab itante of Otse go county, New York, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Oneontato New Berlin 
by way of Butternuts: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. W. HUNT: The petition of 226 citizens of Niagara 
county, New York, praying Congress to declare slavery 
umconsututional in the lerritory of Florida; and remonstra 
ting against the admission of Florida whilst slavery exists 
therein. 

Ly Mr. PETTIT: The petition of Alban B. Slaughter and 
12 others, praying a grant of land to aid in the construction 
of a road from Lafayette, Indiana, to Chicago, Llinois: re 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Charles H. Sanborn, a citi 
zen of New Ilampshire, praying Congress to prohibit the 
importation of wine, rum, brandy, and other spiritous li 
quors: referred to the Committee on Commerce. The peti 
tion of Aza Merrilland 33 others, citizens of New Hamp 
shire, that Congress will pass laws for the protection of the 
rights of the citizens of each State of the Union: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. The remonstrance of D 
K. Fuster and 23 others, citizens of Chichester, New Hamp 
shire, against the annxation of Texas tothe Union: referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The remonstrance of 
Daniel Carr and 76 others, citizens of Bradford, New Hamp 
shire, against the annexation ef Texas to the Union: refer 
red to the Committee on Foreign Aftairs. The remonstrance 
of Moses Sawyer and other citizens of Weare, New 
Hampshire, aguinst the annexation of Texas to the Union: 
relerred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The petition 


bi 


of J. Baleh and 42 other citizens of Francistown, New 
Hampshire, that Congress would abolish slavery in the 
istrict of Columbia and the Territories: referred to the 


Columbia. The remonstance 
citizens of Francistown, New 
Hampshire, against the annexation of ‘Texas to the Union: 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The remon 
strance of Henry Phelps, jr., and 457 others, citizens of Gro- 
ton, New Hampshire, against the annexation of Texas to 
the Union: referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
The petition of “the New Hampshire Young Men’s State 
Temperance Convention,” that Congress would prohibit the 
sale of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol, and on the public 
grounds belonging to the United States, and abolish the 
spirit ration inthe navy: referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The memorial of 
White county, Indiana, praying compensation for services 
as blacksmith for the Miami and Pottowattomie Indians. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The memorial of William H. Johnson 
others, citizens of New York, praying for the estab 
lishment of a naval school, for the abolition of the grade ot 
professors of mathematics in the navy, and for the appro- 
priation of the sum§ now devoted to their pay for the es 
tablishment of a naval school: payee to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. The memorial of John W. Holbertson and 
94 others, German importers of the city of New York, pray- 
ing for the passage of a law establis hing the value of the 
florin dollar and other money of the German States, or to 
abolish the necessity of the consular certificate with re 
gard to the same: referred to the Committee on Commerce 


The petition of Richard k. Connolly, A. F. Hatfield, 


Committee for the District of 
ot Isreal Balch and 44 others, 


Jeremiah Dunham, of 


9) 
and 


and 


Others, citizens of New York, praying for a reduction ot 
postage to a uniform rate of two cents and for the abolition 
ofthe franking privilege. The petition of many citizens 
ot New York, praying tor the abolition of the spirit ration 


and fogging inthe navy. The petition of John Townsend, 
ir., and other citizens of New York, for the abolition ofc ap- 
ital punishment. 

3y Mr. PHLOENIX: The petition of citizens of New York, 
in favor ofa reduction of the rates of postage 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of 54 inhabitants of 

atskill, Gree n county, New York, praying forthe reduc- 
ina ol postages} to the uniform rate of two cents on all sin 

gle letters, and on pamphlets and papers in proportion. 

3y Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Rdward L. Poor, of the 
State of Maine, praying remuneration for services rendered 
as occasional inspector of customs in the district of Port- 
land and Falmouth in said State: referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

By J. STEWART: The petition of Thomas Child, and 
100 citizens of Middle Haddam, in Middlesex county, Con- 
necticut, praying Congress to reduce letter postage to two 
cents on each single letter, and abolish the franking privi 


lege: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads : 
By Mr. FULLER: The petition of H. A. Riley and 29 others, 


citizens of Montrose, Pennsylvania, asking for a reduction 
of the postage on I tters to the uniform rate of two cents 
fur a proportionate rate of reduction of the postage on 
pamphlets and newspapers, and for the abolition of the 
franking priv ilege: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Reads 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of ©. C Savage 
and others, for a harbor at New Buffalo, Michigan: reterred 
to the Committee on Commerce 
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IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 14, 1845. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate two series of resolutions passed by the legisla- 
tive assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, re- 
questing the delegate from that Territory in Con- 
gress to use his efforts to procure an appropriation 
for the construction of a harbor at the mouth of 
Sheboygan river; also to procure the passage of a 
law to provide for the extinguishment of the Indian 
title to the lands lying north of Fox river, in said 
Territory. The first subject was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and the second to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from Wil- 
liam W. Buchanan, a soldier in the revolutionary 
war, Who fought in the battles of Long Island and 
Guilford court-house, and others, representing that 
he is borne down by the weight of years, (being 
ninety years of age,) and praying fora pension, from 
which he is excluded now by the restrictive regula- 
tions of the Pension Office: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Also presented a memorial from William Duff, a 
citizen of Maryland, praying that his hydrostatic 
safety valve may be further tested: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a list of the claims of the 
Cherokee Indians who have become citizens of the 
State of North Carolina; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from John 
G. Tucker, William L. Brevort, and others, of the 
city of New York, praying for the annexation of 
‘Texas to the United States, and the occupation of 
the Oregon Territory by the United States: referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 
Stephen Snow, a soldier of the last war, praying for 
a pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. DIX presented a memorial from 84 citizens 
of the town of Skaneateles, in the county of Oneida, 
in favor of the simultaneous annexation of Canada 
and Texas to the United States: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also presented a memorial from the common 
council of the city of Rochester, New York, pray- 
ing that an appropriation may be made for con- 
structing a fortification at the mouth of the Genesee 
river, for the protection of that important and rapid- 
ly-growing city: referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from Guli- 
an C. Verplanck, and other medical men and pub- 
lishers of the city of New York, praying that pam- 
phlets may be placed on the same footing with 
newspapers with respect to mail facilities; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS presented three several memorials 
of the legislature of Alabama, in favor of gradually 
reducing the price of the public lands; asking for the 
‘Tennessee and Coosa Railroad company the right of 
way through the public lands, and alternate quarter 
sections of land on the line of said road; and asking 
for certain citizens the right to enter certain lands at 
the government price; which were severally referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. EVANS entered a motion for the reconside- 
ration of the vote rejecting the bill for the appoint- 
ment of assistant pursers and assistant surgeons in 
the navy of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of East Hartford, Connecticut, re- 
monstrating against the annexation of ‘Texas: order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, to which was referred the resolution of the 
Senate vpon the subject of employing Persico to 
make an equestrian statue, in bronze, of Washing- 
ton, reported a joint resolution directing the erection 
of a bronze statue of Washington, and the purchase 
of marble busts of the Presidents of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, informing the Senate that that bod’y had 
concurred in their resolution for the appointment of 
a joint committee to wait upon James K. Polk, of 
‘Tennessee, and inform him of his election as Presi- 
dent of the United States, and had appointed Messrs. 
3urnke and Boyp on the part of the House. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that they do pass, the House bills for 
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the relief of William Rich, Philip Schwartztruaber, 


of Ohio, and Harrison Whitson. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, it was ordered 
that the petition of the legal representatives of 
George Mayo, deceased, praying compensation for 
his services as a clerk in the Post Ofiice Department, 
be referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill from 
the House for the relicf of Benjamin S. Roberts. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
House bill to continue the harbor improvements al- 
ready commenced in the harbor of Southport; and 
reported back from the same committee with an 
amendment, (which was ordered to be printed,) the 
House bill for the erection of a light-house upon 
the western shore of Lake Michigan, at the town 
of Southport, in the territory of Michigan. 

Mr. i from the same committee, to which the 
memorial of the chamber of commerce upon the 
subject was referred, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for the erection of a custom-house in Sa- 
vannah, State of Georgia; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON gave notice of leave to in- 
troduce a bill authorizing the issuing of patents for 
certain lands. 

The following resolution, intreduced by Mr. 
Cuoate on Tuesday last, was considered and 
agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, the instructions’ given tothe late commisioner to 


China, and any communication made directly to that gov- 
ernment. 


CHICKASAW AND CHOCTAW FUNDS. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Merrick yes- 
terday, was taken up and read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to the Senate 
the names of all persons who have, since the first January, 
1540, received any stock of the United States,or of any State, 
or any scrip, money, or certificate, security, or other prop- 
erty belonging to the Chickasaw, orphan, or incompetent 
fund—reciting the particular description of stock, scrip, 
money, certificate. security, orother property, the amounts, 
dates, and names respectively, with the authority under 
which such payments were cach made, and the considera- 
tion of such transfer. 


Mr. JARNAGIN movedso to amend the reso- 
lution as to extend the inquiry to the Choctaws 
also; and 

Mr. FOSTER moved to further amend the reso- 
lution, by adding the following: 


“And further that he communicate to the Senate whether 
at any time applications were made by the Chickasaw com- 
missioners to have the amounts due to the incompetents and 
orphans of their tribe paid over to their respective claim- 
ants, and the answer of the department to such applications. 
And also the decisions of the late Secretary of War, Mr 
Poinsett, and of the subsequent Secretary of War, in rela- 
tion to said flimds; and that he furnish copies of such com- 
munications relative to the subject as may be on file in his 
department. 


Mr. MERRICK accepted the amendments; and 
the resolution, as thus modified, was agreed to 
LAKE DEFENCES. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Foster yester- 
duy was considered and agre ed to, viz: ; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
to report to Congress, at its 
means of naval detent 


requested 
the present 
ther with the best 
plan for providing for the general defence in that quarter, 
whether by the ship canal of Illinois or otherwise 


next session, 


‘eon the lakes. toge 


The bill to extend the national road to the city of 


Alton, on the Mississippi river, came up in order, 
but was again laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the Flouse bill for the relief of Dunning 
R. MeNarr. 

OREGON BILL. 

The bill to organize a government for the Oregon 
Territory, and for other purposes, came up in order 
for consideration as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had no doubt when the 
Senate entered into the consideration of this bill it 
would be much He supposed it was 
not in the contemplation of the chairman of the 
select commitiee who had charge of this bill to en- 
ter into its consideration then. He therefore moved 
to lay it upon the table: agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the bill granting 
appeals in cases of hankruptey was taken up for 
consideration as in committee of the whole, on an 
amendment reported by the Judiciary Committee 


discussed. 
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The amendment being agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate; when 

Mr. CIIOATE remarked that the senator from 
North Carolina, |[Mr. Haywoop,}] who took great 
interest in the bill, was absent, and moved that it be 
passed by informally. 

The bill was accordingly passed by for the pres- 
ent. 

Several other bills, coming up in their order on 
the calendar, were passed by informally. 

The bill for the relief of John S. Russwurm, 
heir and legal representative of William Russwurm, 
deceased, was taken up and considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that this was the morn- 
ing upon which he had intended to call up the bill, 
upon its third reading, for the ascertainment of 
American claims for French spoliations prior to 
1800; but, as the honorable senator from South Car- 
olina, |Mr. MeDurrir,| at whose instance the bill 
was laid aside the other day, was not in his seat, he 
would defer his motion till to-morrow, to ask the 
Senate to consider the bill. 

ANNEXATION OF TBXAS. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the proposition to post- 
pone indefinitely the resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives for annexing Texas to the United 
States. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, who was entitled to the floor, 
made a most powerful argument showing the con- 
stitutionality and expediency of admitting Texas, by 
joint resolution, into the union of the States. When 
he concluded 

Mr. RIVES obtained the floor, at whose instance 
the subject was passed over informally till to-mor- 
row. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting certain documents relating to the case 
of Silas Green; which, on motion of Mr. BENTON, 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER gave notice to the Senate of his 
intention to introduce a proposition to fix an earlier 
hour for the meeting of the Senate, to enable two 
speeches a day to be made on the Texas question. 

IOWA AND FLORIDA. 

A message was received from the House, accom- 
vanied by the act for the admission of the States of 
aon and Florida into the Union; which were read 
twice, with the view of commitment. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that it was so near the 
close of the session, that it was necessary that this 
act should have the prompt and ee action of 
some committee. He, therefore, in order to facili- 
tate the matter, and with the hope of having the act 
passed this session, moved ita reference to a select 
committee. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that it be referred 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that it be referred to the 
Territorial Committee, if it be not referred to a se- 
leet committee. 

The question being put on the motion to refer to 
the Judiciary Committee— 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken resulted: yeas 
24, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Footer, Fran 
cis. Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Upham, and 
Woodridge —24 

NAYS.—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag 
by Jenton, Breese, Buchanan, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfiek 
Hannegan, Huger, Lewis,yMe Duftie, Niles, Semple, Sevier 
Sturgeon,fappan, Walker, White, and Woodbury—23. 

So the bill was referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned. 





Messrs 


HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 14, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
NAVY PENSIONS. 

Mr. McK AY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the payment of navy pensions for the year ending 
30th June, 1846; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, 
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O’s) constituents were deeply interested. 


State of 


canal, 


lided to a bill for a erant of lands to the 


Indiana, to eid her in completing her great 
the waters of Lake Erie with those of 
Ohio river. With reference to that bill, the 
present chairman [Mr. JAMESON had remarked, 
of States that had 
of her pubue improvements, 
was still 
| 


bill alludec 


connecting 


the 
that Indiana was one those 
already received, in aid 
amount of lands, and 
pore Jt was true, the now 
lyingin Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
U) at the last and 
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ion, having sed the Senate both 
| under the 


present sessions; at the prese nt session 

yeas and nay by avote of 3] toR®. li was true 
iso, thatthat billasked a grant ef land. But that 
rrant was not asked (as the centleman’s argument 
seemed to imply) a favor from the Unrted States. 


The land asked for was, the alternate sections in 
the | l district, every acre of which had been thirty- 
eight years in market. And the express condition 
on whi h it was to he eranted, Was, that 
the State of Indiana should complete the canal 
in question. That canal was 450 miles in 
leneth; of which 350 miles were already com- 


pleted; a gapof about 100 miles (partially worked ) 
remained incomplete; and that incomplete line ran 
directly through the land distriet (the Vincennes 
district) where the lands were asked. The grant 


s asked on the ground, that if that hundred miles 
of canal were completed, (of which if the lands were 


not granted there was no hope,) the land remaining 
to the United States, though diminished by one- 
half in quantity, would not, in point of facet, be di- 


minished by one dollar in value. He believed there 


was nota man well acquainted with the character 
ituvation of the lands in question, who would 
not agree in this opinion. The simple circumstanee 
that lands had been offered, and offered in 
vain, through more than a freneration ot men, ata 
dollar and a quarter, might alone furnish evidence, 
either that their price should 
done to give them 
vas, they were valueless, 
hands of the United 
now pending in this House proposes to reduce the 
price of such lands to fifty cents; another proposal 
would have reduced them to fieenty-fire cents. The 
bill of which he was speaking would be, in fact, but 
equivalent to a reduction of the price of the whole 
lands in that district 
And, in addition to 

the United 
bill docs, the free right of way from the lakes to the 
Ohio, a valuable privilege; in war it might be a 
highly important one. 

If, then, the remarks of the eventleman to whom 
he was (Mr. Jame- 
son,] were to be construed an assertion that 
this grant of lands to Indiana was a favor asked of 
the United States, he (Mr. O.) must protest against 
that construction. It was asked, indeed, as that 
which would greatly benefit that State, and which 
might essentially aid her in relieving herself from a 
debt; but it was not asked as taking 
the United States. Spi culators, 
motives of self-interest alone, fre 
y ove away the alternate lots of 
and of dull sale, on the 
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And experience shows that 
they calculate wisely. So it has hitherto been with 
grants of land to Indiana. They have encour- 
aged the rapid settlement of the country; the rapid 
sale of the public lands. They have built up towns, 
cities, settl where the for such 
policy, would yet remain in unbroken solitude. 
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Ile (Mr. O.) owed the committee, perhaps, an 
ology for introducing ubject at the present 
time; the canal bill in question not being now under 

But he was not willine the gentleman 
[Mr. Jameson] should remain unanswered; and he 
feared, that, as this session was drawing to a close, 
might not have another opportunity so to do 
He feared, that, when this bill came up, as he hoped 
and believed it would in a day or two, there would 
be little or no time afforded for discussion or expla- 
nation at all. [t would be voted for, probably, un- 
der the previous question. With the merits of the 
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this 


discussion. 
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case, and the principle involved fully understood, he 
(Mr. O.) felt assured it would pass by a large ma 
And it was to prevent a misconception otf 
that principle, and briefly to state the merits of the 
case, that he had risen. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House; and proceeded to advo- 
cate the motion in order that the Cumberland road 
bill, to which gentlemen seemed disposed to give the 
go-by, might be taken up and brought to a direct vote 
in the House, that the country might know what 
course this Congress were disposed to take upon it 
In the course of his remarks, directed to the impor- 
tance of the Cumberland road bill, he was called to 
order by Mr. ©. Jornson. 

After some further remarks from Mr. Scuencr, 
and Mr. C. Jounson, 

The question was first put on the motion to lay 

bill aside, resulting in ayes 44, noes 46. 

No quorum voting, a second count was had, when 
the question was decided in the negative, ayes 56, 
noes 64. 

The question recurring on laying the bill aside to 
be reported, : 

Mr. COLLAMER rose, and expressed his oppo 
sition to it. Ele objected to the general government 
entering into the business of canal making, which 
was a new experiment in our history. He object- 
ed also, that the object in view could not be accom- 
plished by this bill, for the canal was to be con- 
structed out of the avails of the public lands, yet ut 
was to be done at once—a matter utterly impractica- 
ble. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the bill by 
striking out from the 3d section the following: “that 
the topographical engineers, under the control and 
direction of the Secretary of War, shall cause the 
said improvement and canal to be constructed in 
such manner, and upon such plans and estimates, 
as shall have been previously prepared and submit- 
ted to the said secretary, and approved by him, 
provided the entire cost to the United States of said 
work shall not exceed the value of said lands hereby 
appropriated;” and also, to strike out the following 
words from the same section: “and as soon as the 
Territory of Wisconsin shall be admitted as a State 
into the Union, the said canal and improvements 
shall become the property of the people of such 
State: Provided that the convention which shall 
form a constitution for said State shall, in’ that 
instrument, agree to accept said canal and improve- 


the 


ment. 

This amendment being avreed to, 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriations for the navy pensions 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1846. 

Mr. WELLER said he had been making several 
efforts to get up the bill to extend the right of suf- 
frage in the District of Columbia. 

‘The question was putonthe motion of Mr. Me- 
IXay, and carried. 

So the navy pension bill was taken up. 

No amendment being offered, on motion of Mr. 
McK AY, the bill was laid aside to be reported. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the bill 


propriations for the support of the Mt 
my for the year ending June 30, 
up 

“Mr. McKAY said, at the last session a good deal 
was said in regard to this Military Academy. The 
subject was then under consideration by the Mili- 
tary Committee, who made an excellent report; and, 


making ap- 
itary Acade- 
was taken 





anong other things, proposed to reduce the pay of 


cadets to $10 per month, and various other changes. 
Since this bill was reported by 
Waysand Means, the committee had consulted with 
the chief engineer, and they now, in concurrence 
with his views, advised the adoption of an amend- 
ment reducing the pay of a cadet to $12, (it was now 
$16,) and two rations, equivalent to 90 cents a day. 
They therefore proposed an amendment declaring 
the future pay ofcadets should be $24 per month in 
lieu of the present pay and all emoluments; which 
amounted now to 928. 

He sent un to be read a letter from the chief en- 
gineer expressing the opinion put forth in his an- 
nual report that such a reduction might consistently 
be made. The committee proposed amendments in 
the bill to conform to those which reduce the agere- 
erate amount of the bill about $12,500. 

Mr. THOMASSON favored all proper economy 
in the support of this accademy, as well as in the 
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